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NORTH-AMERICA, &c. 


CHAP. I. 

*The Difcoveries , Rightand PoJJeffions of Great- 

Britain. 


D HE Caeots, with other Subjects of the Crown o [North- Am* 


‘ rlca firft dif- 

England , did in 1496 and 1497 difcover and^^cd 
take poffeflion of, according to the Forms ufed 
in thofe Times, all the Eaftern Coaft of North - 
America from Cape Florida to the North Polar Circle , for, 
and in the Name of, the Crown of England, . They had a 

Grant from the Crown of the Property of all Lands they 
ihould difcover and fettle W’ef ward of Europe • but they 
made no Settlements in confequence of that Grant. This 

B Dif- 



Prior Di!co- 
very a good 
Claim. 


;ri 


* % • -x .— A , —— . • - — 

[ ^ ] 

, ' .f r , trfr* ’ ^ 

Difcovery of the Continent of North-America was prior to 
that of any other Europeans \ for Columbus did not dis¬ 
cover the Ijlands in the Gulf of Mexico till 1498, and it was 
15 04 before the French difcovered any Part otNorth-America. 

In thofe Days Priority of Difcovery, even without a con¬ 
tinued Occupancy or Poffeffion, was deemed a good Claim. 
It is true, we did not immediately make any Settlements 
there, nor did we fo much as navigate the Coaft for near a 

' ry f O 

Century following, Henry the VUIth being too much en¬ 
gaged in the Difficulties which attended the Prcgrefs of the 
Reformation, to be at leifure for foreign Undertakings'; 
Edward the Vlth being a Minor; Queen Mary being bent 
upon the Re-eftabliffiment at P op er y 7 and Queen Elizabeth 
being conflantly employed in guarding againfi: the Variety 
of Dangers to which the internal State of her own King¬ 
doms, the Power of the Crown of Spam , and the general 
State of Europe , expofed her. But notwithflanding this In¬ 
attention to North-.America , and the little Regard England 
at ffirft paid to the Difcovery of the Cabots, I have 

• r r % ~ r 1 • 

fhewn it to have been the earlieft Difcoveiy made ; nor can 
it be annulled by any fcibfcquent Difcovery pretended by 
any other Country, nor by a negledt of the Improvement of 
it on our own part. However, as feveral European Treaties 
have fince been made, eftablifhing by Stipulation that Right 
acquired at firlP by this Difcovery to great Part of North- 
Amsrica , I fhall not dwell upon the Effedt of the Difcovery, 
as confirming a Right, but proceed to Rate the feveral Eu¬ 
ropean 


£ a 3 

ropcan Treaties, fince made, relative to this Country; the 
Conveyances made to Great-Britain of Part of it by the 
JSFatives of tfye. Country $ the confequential Grants of the 
Crown, and the Settlements made by his Majejly s Subjects. 

In confequence of the Treaty of Utrecht , Commifiaries The Bounds 

c X ~ r t% - — - of Hudfon’s- 

from tire Crowns or Great-Britain and Frajice determin - Bay Com- 

' ^ pany’s Ter- 

ed the Boundaries of the Hu dson’s-Bay Company’s Ter-ntonesaf- 

certainecl by 

ritories, to be all that Country from the North Pole to a cer- Treaty with 
tain Promontory upon the Atlantic Ocean in N. Lat. 56 De¬ 
grees 30 M. to run S. W. to Lake Mijlafi?t , and from thence 
continued Bill S. W. to N. Lat. 49 D. and from thence con¬ 
tinued Bill S. W. indefinitely \ which S. W. Line takes in 
Part of Lake Superior x which is as large as the Cafpian Sea. 

Though the Sieur Z)’ Anville has in his Map of America, 
publifhed in 1750, under the Direction and Authority 
of the Government of France, marked the South Boundary 
of the above Company s Territories due Weft from the above 
Promontory, which is fo far injurious. 

The Limits of New-Britain, or Lahradore , are not on The Limits 
the South and Wefi Sides afeertained by any Treaty hz-fJnmLa-~ 
tween Great-Britain and France ; they being with the Re-faded by 0t 
mainder of North-America, the Boundaries whereof were his M§efty ! s 
not fettled by the Treaty of Utrecht, referred to CommiJJd- Country. 
ries of the two Crowns, who were to fettle all American 
Difputes, concerning Boundaries and the Dominion of the 
Indians, in twelve Months after the Ratifications of that 
Treaty were exchanged. Commijfaries did accordingly meet 

B 2 


at 


at SoiJJ'ons and Cambray , but never fettled one Point relative 
to the Limits of North- America^ and the Dominions of the 
Indians therein, except the Boundary of the Hudfon s-Bay 
Company I have juft mentioned *. But if prior Difcovery 
and frequent Vifttation of a Country gives Title to it, we 
have an indubitable one to all that Country called New- 
Britain or Labradore, extending Southward from the before 
mentioned Promontory in N. Lat. 56 D.* 30 M. to the 
North Side of the Entrance info theStreights of Belle-IJ1e y and 
from thence due TVeJl till it meet the Southern Boundary of 
Biz Hudfon s-Bay Company’s Territories. Though the French 
have been careful to colour die whole of this Country upon 
dieir Maps for themfelves. Three Years ago a Number of 

wealthy 

* No tiling can be more impolitic, when we are engaged in a Confederacy againft France, 
than to leave any Point to be determined after the Conclufion of a Peace : for if we can¬ 
not get it conceded while the Confederacy ftands and our Force is united, how can we ob¬ 
tain it when we are left alone upon the DilTolution of the Confederacy ? The French have lb 
often experienced the Benefit of this Imprudence on our fide, that in all their Treaties 
they ufe every Artifice in their Power to obtain this Advantage, and they leldom mifs it. 
But when we recollccSt the weak and traiterous Miniflry of this Country, who negociated 
the infamous Peace of Utrecht , we cannot wonder that the Interefts of America , -See. fhotild 
be referred to Commijfaries after a Conclufion of a Peace. This Weaknefs and Treachery 
in our Managers of the Treaty of Utrecht, when it was in our Power to command cur aivii 
Terms , has given Being and Support to moll of the Evils that have fince happened in Ame¬ 
rica between us and the French. And one would have hoped the ill Succels of this Part of 
the Treaty of Utrecht would have deterred us from the like impolitic Conduct at the 
Treaty of Air La Chapelle. But, the Neceffity of our Situation then obliged us to fubmit to 
the fame Mijlake once snore, and we now fee and feel the Confequences of it. For the French 
refine to fettle any one Point in Difpute with us, unlefs upon fitch Terms as are abhorrent 
to our Honour and Intereft; they are conflanlly committing Depredations on our Fellow- 
Subjedh, and making Encroachments on us in America , and will not recede from any one 
of their Encroachments, though his Ma'jeJlf s Claim to nioft of the Territories they ha\e 
invaded is indifputably juft ; and they have at laft pufhed Affairs to luch an Extremity, that 
till European War with them feems to be inevitable. 
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wealthy Merchants of the City of London petitioned for an 
exclufive Grant of this Country, for a Number of Years, on 
Terms that would have been very beneficial to the Public, 
as well as themfelves. Their Petition was referred to the 
Right Honourable Lords for Trade a?id Plantations , who re¬ 
ported in favour of the Project, and proved his Majejlys 
Title to the Country ; but for political Reafons it was after¬ 
wards dropped. And fince that there have been feveral bolder 
Attempts than ever of private Traders, Subjects of his Ma- 
je/ly, to eftablifh Commerce with the EJkimeaux Indians , 
who refide on and near the Sea Coaft of this Country, which 
has from one End to the other been often explored by his 
Majejly s Subjects; but there never was any Eftablifhment 
made in it by any Europea?i Nation; for the Natives have an 
invincible Antipathy to all Foreigners, and deftroy all thofe 
that happen to be wrecked on their Coaft, or attempt to 
trade with them, whenever it is in their Power. 

By the Treaty of Utrecht , which in this refpedt is con -Hcw/ound- 

J J 1 land ceded to 

fumed by that of Aix La Chapelle , Newfoundland was th^Crown 
ceded to Great-Britain , referving to the French, through Britafohy 

7 7 ° the Treaty 

the good Offices of our iniquitous Adminiflration in 171 2 i oiUtn ‘ c,Jt - 
Liberty to vifit and to ereft Huts and Stages for drying Fifh 
from Cape Bonavifta to the Northermoft Point of the Ifiand , 
and from thence down the IVeJlem Side to the Point Riche , 
contrary to the Treaty of Peace and Neutrality for America 
concluded m November 1686, between England and France , 
wherein it is flipulated, that the Subjects of each Crown are 


m 

not to trade, fifh, or harbour (except in Cafes of Diftrefs to 
repair, wood and water) in one another’s Difirids, And 
there is inferted alfo a Claufe, in the 15th Article of the' 
Treaty of Utrecht With. Spain, whereby .a Pretence is given 
to the Spaniards to claim a Right to fifh at Newfoundland, 
in direct Contradidion to the 7th and 8 th Articles of the 
Treaties made with that Crown in 1667 and 1670, whereby 
it is agreed that Great-Britain fhould enjoy for ever, with ple¬ 
nary Right of Sovereignty, all thofe Lands and Places what- 
foever, being or fituate in the INejl-Indies, or in any Part oF 
America, which the Subjeds of Great-Britain do at prefent 
hold or pofiefs. And that the Subjeds and Inhabitants, . 
Merchants of the Kingdoms and Dominions of each Con¬ 
federate refpedively, fball forbear to fail and trade in the 
Ports and Havens which have Fortifications, Magazines, or 
Warehoufes, and in all other Places whatfoever, poflefied by 
the other Party in the lUefi-Indies, or in any Part of Ame¬ 
rica. The Board of Trade being confulted on the Spa¬ 
niards claiming a Right to fifh at Newfoundland, returned 
the following Anfwer to Lord Dartmouth, Secretary of 
State, dated June 13, 1712. “ We have confidered the Ex- 
“ trad of a Memorial from the Marquis de Montelon, re- 
“ lating to a Claim of the Inhabitants of Guypufcoa to fifh 
“ on the Coaft of Newfoundland; and thereupon take leave 
“ to inform your Lordfhip, that we have difeourfed with fuch 
“ Perfons as are able to give Information in that matter; 
tc and we find that fome Spaniards are come hither with 

u Pafles 


m 

V Paffes from her Majejly, and others may have fifliecf 
<£ there privately; but never any, that we can learn, did 
“ do it as of Right belonging to them. By the Ad to 
u encourage the Trade to Newfoundland , paffed in the 
<£ Tenth and Eleventh of his late Majefly , when we were 
<£ in Amity and Alliance with Spain, it is declared and 
“ enaded, “ That no Jllieji or Stranger whatfoever, not 
u redding within the Kingdom of England, Dominion of 
<£ Wales, or Town of Berwick upon Tweed, fhall at any 
“ time hereafter take Bait, or ufe any fort of Trade, or 
££ Fiihing whatever, in Newfoundland, or in any of the 
<£ Ifands adjacent.” Purfuant to which Ad Inftrudions 
<£ have been every Year given to the Commodores of tlie 
<£ Convoys, to prevent Foreigners coming thither. ’ The 
Secret Committee of the HouJ'e of Commons, in 1715? con¬ 
fers in their Report, that they were at a lofs to account for 
the Reafons that prevailed with the Miniflry to admit the 
Infertion of the above Article into the Treaty of Utrecht, 
for the Management of it was intruded with an Irijh Pa- 
pift who was fent to Spain for this Purpofe, aiid to negociate 
what was expeded from that Crown relating to the Pre¬ 
tender, and no Papers concerning it were to be found in the 
public Offices. Upon the Foundation of the above Article 
in favour of Spain, we find Don Uztariz, formerly Privy 
Counfollor to the King, and Secretary in the Council and 
Chamber of the Indies in Spain, in his mod excellent 
Theory and Pfoffice of Commerce, &c. advifmg. the King 

his 
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his Matter to avail hifflfelf of that Right whenever he has 

^ ' - 

Power fufficient to make good his Pretenfions. 

Jcadie, or Acadif., extending from the River of St, Lawrence to 

Nova-Scotia, ° i r n JT 

ceded to ^be River Pantagoit or Penobfcot, was not only firlt dilco- 

Great-Bri- & J 

tam by the vere d but firft fettled by the Englifh ; for in 1602 we 

T reaty of 1 J ° _ . _ 

Utrecht. bad, both by the Accounts of Englijh and French Hilto- 
rians, a Settlement in that Country, which is two Years 
before any French Family fettled in any Part of it, as 
appears from the fame Authority.. In 1620 all that Part 
of Accidie as far as the 48 D. of N. Latitude, was granted 
by the Crown to the Council of. Plymouth or New-Eng¬ 
land, which Company I fhall have further occafion to 
fpeak of. In 1621 the Council of New-England re- 
figned to the Crown all Parts of their Grant to the 
Northward of the River St. Croix, when it was granted 
with the reft of Acadie to Sir IVilliam Alexander , Secre¬ 
tary of State for Scotland, and called Nova-Scotia. In 
1625 King Charles the Ift, marrying a Sifter of the 
French King, gave all Acadie or Nova-Scotia to France. 
In 16 2 7 it was taken from the Fretich by Sir David Kirk. 
In 1632 it was again ceded to France by the Treaty of St. 
Germain. In 1654 Cromwell fent and reduced it. In 16{>2 

it was again delivered up to the Freiich King by Charles II. 
and confirmed to France at the Treaty oi Rreda in 1667, 
notwithftanding a Remonftrance againft it from the Parlia¬ 
ment of England and the People of New-Ejigland. In 
1690 it was taken by 700 New-E?igland Men, at the Ex¬ 
pence 
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pence ©f that Country, which was never reimburfed them. 
In 1697 it was again ceded to France . In 1710k was re- 

r 

duced again by Forces from Great-Britain and New-Eng¬ 
land, and confirmed by the Treaties of Utrecht and Aix 
La Chapelle to the Crown of Great-Britain, “ With its an- 
“ tient Boundaries, as alfo the City of Port-Royal, as ful- 
1 y as ever Fra?jce pofiefied them by Treaty or other 
“ Means.” 

From this Summary -of Packs there cannot be any Doubt 
of Great-Britain ’s Right to the whole of the Country called 
Acadie or Nova-Scotia. And as the Sovereignty and Pof- 
fejjion of it has been fo often changed by Treaty and other 
Means, one would have imagined it impoflible any Doubt 
could have arofe about the Extent of it. But it is certain 
that France has ever fince the Treaty of Aix La Chapelle 
infilled on its antient Boundaries to have never extended 
beyond the South-Eajlern Peninfula, and have accordingly 
taken pofiefiion of all the Country we claim as Acadie or 
Nova-Scotia, except the above Peninfula, which is not one 
third of the Country both Crowns always pofiefied for Aca¬ 
die or Nova-Scotia before and fince its precife Bounds were 
afcertained in confequence of the Treaty of Breda, as ap¬ 
pears by both Englijh and French Hifiiorians, &fc. tho’ no 
Bounds were exprefied in the Treaties of St. Germain and 
Breda* However, a Difpute arifing in the Execution of 
the Treaty of Breda, a Difcuffion cf its Limits enfued, and 
it was then flipulated by the two Crowns, that St. Law- 

C 


rence 


on 

rence River floould be its Northern Boundary , the Gulf of 
St . Lawrence and Sir eights of Canfo its Eafern, Cape Sable- 
fhore its South-Eaftern, and the River Pantagoit its TV fern. 
Which Limits France always pofiefled as Acadie , and it 
ever retained down to the Treaties of Utrecht and Aix La 
Chape lie, when it was confirmed to the Crown of Great - 
Britain with its antient Boundaries , as fully as ever France 
poffejfed it by Treaty or other Means. 

Now to proceed regularly and clearly with refpedt to his 
Majefly s further Rights in North-America y I muff Rate 
the Procefs of Grants, &c. 

His Me- Cabot’s Grants being dropped, Sir Walter Raleigh did 
■Right to ail obtain of Queen Elizabeth in 1584 a Patent for exploring 
f rom the At- and planting Lands, in North-America, not a&ually pof- 
p^/rOceTefTed by any Chrifian Prince : and when he returned to 
England the next Year, the whole Country from Cape Flo- 
Lat. 4 ^ rida to St. Lawrence River, which before went under the 
general Name of Florida , was called Virgmia, in Honour 
of the Virgin ^ueen, there being yet.no diftinct Settle— 
ments which gave particular Names to the feveral Places; 
along the CoafL Upon Sir Wifilers Attainder, his Patent 
being forfeited, feveral Adventurers petitioned King James I. 
for Grants, and a Grant was made in 1606 to two Com¬ 
panies (one of London, the other of Brifiol) in one Char¬ 
ter, of all the Country lying from thirty-four to forty-five 
Degrees of Northern Latitude on the Atlantic Ocean, and 
die Iflands within a hundred Miles of the Sea Coafl:, and 

from 
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from the laid Coaft inland indefinitely, if not actually pof- 
fefied by any Chrifiian Prince or People. Neither the French 
nor any other Chriftian People, but we, had at that Time 
any Settlements South of St. Lawrence River, except in Acci¬ 
die, where the French begun to fettle two Years before the 
Date of this Charter, as appears by De Laet of Atitwerp, 
by Pere Charlevoix , and feveral other of their, and by feveral 
of our own, Hiftorians. Nor had the French, as appears 
from the fame Authority, made any Difcoveries or Settle¬ 
ments at this Time higher up the River St. Lawrence than 
Mojitreal Nor had any European Power, but the Eng- 
lifh, any Settlements in any Part of this Grant at that 
Time. The Grant extends upon the Atlantic Ocean from 
the Cape now called Cape Fear to the Mouth of Pantagoit 
River, which is the Weftern Boundary of the Country we 
claim as Acadie or Nova-Scotia. Indeed P. Charlevoix 
fays, M. Monts entered Kemiebeck, or Sagadahoc Paver, 
which is within this Grant, 1604; but he alfo fays, he 
and all the Adventurers with him immediately removed to 
Port-Royal in Acadie, and in 1606 they all returned to 
France . • ... 

Both the Londojt and Brijlol Companies began, imme¬ 
diately after their Grant, to make Adventures in Trade 
* 

and Settlements. The London Company purfiling them 
to the Southward of the Bay called CheJ'apeak, and the 
Brijlol Company to the E aft ward, beginning at Saga¬ 
dahoc River. 
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His Ma- j n x6 2 o a Difpute arofe between thofe Companies about 

je/iy’s further r 

tight three fa former’s Right to fifti at Cape Cody upon which a new 

Decrees more & 1 L 

t0 Jard North ~ P atent was granted to the latter, and to feveral other Noble¬ 
men and Gentlemen, for all the Country lying from 40 
D. to 48 D. North Latitude, which is three Degrees fur- 
ther to the Northward than the former Grant, and takes 
in the greateft Part of Acadie or Nova-Scotia. The Grant 
extends due Weft from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, 
if not then actually poftefted by any Chrifiian Prince or 
People. And this new Company was called the Council 
of Plymouth or New-England ; which latter Name was 
given to this Country upon Capt. Smith's, prelecting a 
Plan of it to the Court of England on his Return in 1614, 
and it retains the Name to this Day from twenty Miles 
Eaft of die City of New-Tork as far as the River St. Croix , 
and is now divided into the four Provinces of Majfiachufet s- 
Bayy New-HampJhirSy Rhode-Ifiand and ConneSlicut. Capt. 
Smith furveyed the Coaft well, and gave Names to many 
of the Head Lands, Bays and Rivers, which are moftly 
continued to this Time* 

The North Line of this Grant erodes the Nordi Side of 
St. iMwrcnce River a little above Sagueneyy and running 
due Weft ftrikes the North Side of Lake Superioury to 
which the South Boundary of the Fludfoit s-Bay Company’s 
Territories- extend. But as the French were before this 
fettled at ^uehecky Frois Riviersy and feveral other Places on 
the North Side of St. Lawrence below Montrealy which 


are 
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are within this Grant, all that Part of the Grant to the 
Northward of the River St. Lawrence as high as Montreal 
is invalid. But as they had not made any Settlements 
prior to this Grant higher than Montreal, they have no- 
Right to any Part of the Country to the Southward of the 
River St. Lawrence below Montreal , nor to the South¬ 
ward of the North Bounds of this Line above Montreal\ 

This New-England Company made many Grants of 
Land, one of which, in particular, in 1629, gives to Sir 
Ferdina?ido Gorge and Captain Mafon all that Tract of 
Land lying from the Heads of Merrimack River, and Sa¬ 
gadahoc or Ke?inebeck River to the Lake Iroquois , now 
called by the French Champlain , and the River which 
empties itfelf from the faid Lake into St. Lawrence River 
oppofite to St. Peter s-Bay, to be called Laconia . Part 
of this Grant was afterwards fold to the Agent of the 
Majfachufei s-Bay Province, and confirmed by the Crown 
in 1639. 

The Lo?idon and New-England Companies, being dis¬ 
appointed in their Hopes of vaft Wealth from their Pro¬ 
jects, furrendered their Patents to the Crown in 1635. And 
in the Beginning of the Reign of Charles I. new Grants were 
procured : but by reafon of the enfuing Civil Confufions and 
Divifions in England the Conditions of thefe new Grants 
were not complied with, and People fet down at pleafure 
and at random. Upon the Refioration of Charles II. thole 
Settlers petitioned for peculiar Grants, and obtained them j 
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but it is not pertinent to my prefent Object to trace Royal: 
and other Grants for Lands to the Northward of 34 D. of 
Latitude any further. But it is neceflary to mention three 
other Species of his Majeftys Right to a very large Part of 
the fame Country, which he derives from European and 
Etdian Treaties. 

]u! S tSl y ht While the London and Briftol Companies were engaged in 
to the Pm- trading and fettling at the two Extremes of their Grant, the 

&c and aij FwedeSj Fins^ and Dutch in 1609 crept into that part of it 
tliryandcon- tying from the Lat. of about 3 8 D. to the Lat. 41 D. N. com- 
Country of prehending the prefent Provinces of New-York , New-Jer- 
liomoft-'fcs, and fome part of Pennfylvania. In 1618 the Governor 
/r^^. 1!ed Virginia had feveral Bickerings with the Dutch , &c. fet¬ 
tled in, and trading to, this Country, as interfering with his 
Mailer’s Grant. However this ferved no other purpofe than 
to frighten the Swedes and Fins under the Protection of the 
Dutch , who foon after had a Governor appointed by the 
States of Holland , and the Country was called New-Ne- 

1 • » _ • 

therlattds. The Court of England complained, but the 
States diiowned their having authorifed any Settlement in 
this Country, and faid it was only a private Undertaking of 
an Amfterdam Weft-India Merchant. Upon which King 
"James I. commiilioned a Governor, and called the Country 
Ncw-Albiot'iy to which the Dutch fubmitted. But during 
the Civil Troubles in England in Charles I. Reign, and in 
the Adminiilration of the Republican Party, the Dutch again 
cftabliflied a Government there, till it was reduced by Eng¬ 
land 
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land in 1664. In 1667 at Peace concluded at Breda, 
between England and the United Provinces, it was flipu- 
lated by the third Article of the Treaty that the Englijh 
were to remain in Poflefiion of that whole Country, in 
Exchange for the Country of Surinam, which the Dutch 
had taken from the Englijh. In 1672 the Dutch reduced 
Neve-Albion, but the Year following, at the Treaty of 
FVeJlminJler, it was reftored to England, with whom it 
has continued ever fince, Neither the Treaty of Breda, 
nor that of IVeJhninJler , fpecifies the Bounds of New- 
Nether lands y or New-Albion, but in general Terms cedes- 
to England all the Rights and Poffefhons of the Dutch in 
North-America. 

The foil Year the Dutch begun to fettle in this Coun¬ 
try, they entered into an Alliance with, and by Treaty 
acquired the Protection and Sovereignty of, die Five 
Nations of Indians then living on the South Side of St, 
Lawrence River,, oppofite to Montreal ; thefe are known 
to the Englijh under the Names of Mohawks, Qneydoes, 
Onondagas, Cayugas, and Senekas ; and to the French 
by the general Name of Iroquois ► This Alliance and Sub¬ 
jection continued without a Breach on either Side till 1664, 
when the Englijh upon the taking of New-Netherlands, 
which from this time was called New-Tork, immediately 
entered into a ftriCt Friendfhip with thofe Five Nations, 
which has held without the lead Breach to this Day, 

The 
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* The Five Nations by this Treaty acknowledged to the 
Governor of New-York at Albany , “That they had given 
“ their Lands and fubmitted themfelves to the King of 
“ England And in a few Years after they defired and 
had the Duke of York's, Arms put up at each of their 
Caflles, as Tokens of their being Subjeds and under his 
Protedion. ' The above Treaty was made tliree Years pre¬ 
ceding the firft the French ever made with them, for they 
were conftantly at War with the Five Nations , as appears 
by their own, as well as our, Hiftorians, from 1603, 
when they frit fettled at Canada , to 1667, when they 
entered into a Treaty of Friendfhip only, which continued 
till 1683, when the French moft perfidioufly broke it. 
The above Right of Sovereignty and Property, conveyed 
to us, the Five Nations recognized by a Treaty in 1684, 
and by another at Albany in 1^87. And at this laffc 
Treaty, when Col. Dungan , Governor of New-York , could 
not fupport them openly, having pofitive Orders from 
King fames II. to procure Peace for the French^ they ex- 

preffed 

* Notwithftanding the Duke of York, Proprietor of this Country from the Time it 
was taken in 1664 to his Acceffion to the Throne, ordered the Governors of New-York 
to give the French Priefts all the Encouragement in their Power to fettle among the Five 
Nations ; Col, Dungan , who was his Governor when he mounted the Throne, though a 
Roman Catholic , was fo much of an Englijhman that he ever perfuaded the Indians not to 
receive them, prevailed on them not to make Peace with the French in 1687, and effec¬ 
tually prevented them from becoming the Subjects of the Fre?ich King. But his Meafures 
vvere not agreeable to thofe his Mafter had taken with the French Court, at whofe Requeft 
he was removed from l)is Government, becaufe he had not procured a Peace with the In¬ 
dians for the French , and admitted them to fettle and gofpelize among them, as the King 
lti£ Mafter had ordered him. 
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prefled diemfelves to the Governor and Commifiioners of 
New-York in thefe Words, <c Brethren, you tell us the 
“ King of E?7gland is a very great King, and why fhould 
“.not you join with us in a very juft Caufe, when the 
“ French join with our Enemies in an unjuft Caufe? O Brc- 
<< thren, we fee the Reafon of this ; for the French would 
“ fain kill us all, and when that is done they would carry 
“ all the Beaver Trade to Canada^ and the King of Eng- 
“ land would lofe the Land likewife ; and therefore, O 
“ great Sachem , beyond the great Lake, awake and fuf- 
“ fer not thole poor Indians that have given themfelves and 
“ their Lands under your Prote&ion, to be deftroyed by 
“ the French without a Caufe.” All which Grants they 
further confirmed by feveral fubfequent Treaties, and a 
Deed of Sale of all their hereditary and conquered Coun¬ 
try, for a valuable Conlideration, in 1701. Which was 
alfo renewed 1726; and again, very particularly fo, at a 
Treaty held at Lancajler in the Province of Pennfylvania 
in 1744. But as Treaties with the Natives of America by 
European Powers may not be thought fufficient, or be ad¬ 
mitted, in fupport of a Claim to Property and Jurifdic- 
tion, in a European national Difcuflion, unlefs confirmed 
by a European Treaty between contending Nations ior 
American Rights, I have not quoted any, nor fhall I, 
(though there are many fubfifling in almoft every part ol 
his Majejly s North-American Dominions, as mucli to die 
Purpofe of Property and Jurifdidion as thofe of the Five 

D Nations ) 
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Nations ) but thofe that relate to the Iroquois , becaufe they 
are fully and amply confirmed by France to Great-Britain 
in the Treaties of Utrecht and Aix La Chapelle. They are 
there acknowledged to be Subjects of, and the Dominion 
over them is ceded to, the Crown of Great-Britain ; and 
it is ftipulated that neither they, nor any other Indians , 
who were Friends to the Fnglijh , fhould be molefted by the 
French , but that the Indian Subjects of both Crowns fhould 
enjoy free Liberty of going and coming to the Colonies 
of either, for the Promotion of Trade as a common 
Benefit. But as the Treaties of Utrecht and Aix La 
Chapelle refer the Dominion of each Crown over all 
the Indians in North-America^ except the Iroquois , to 
be fettled by Commifiaries after the Ratifications were ex¬ 
changed, the Treaties that have from time to time been 
made by his Majejly s Governments in North-America with 
the Indians will be of great Service if ever this Affair 
fhould come upon the Tapis . And if our Governors had 
known the Importance of fuch Treaties, they might have 
improved the Opportunities they have had with more 
Clearnefs and Precifion than they have done in fome In¬ 
fiances, both as to Dominion and Property. 

Thofe Ceffions of the Five Nations confirmed by France 
to Great-Britain are of infinite more Importance than they 
appear to be at firft fight; for they are further and con- 
clufive Proofs for the utter Exclufion of any French Pre- 
tenfions to the Five great Lakes , all the Country between 

the 
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the Lakes , all the River and Country of the Ohio, a?td 
vajl Fxte?it of Territory befides. But to have a nearer View, 
and to convey a more adequate Idea of the vaft Importance 
of thefe Ceflions, we mu ft afcertain what is the Extent of the 
Hereditary and Conquered Country of the Five Natiofis, 

The French Hiftorians tell us, that when they fettled at The Heredia 

* tary Country 

Canada in 1603, which is fix Years before the Dutch pof- of the F,ve 
fefied themfelves of New-Netherlands , now called New- 
York , the Iroquois lived in that Part of the Country ex¬ 
tended upon the South Banks of the River St. Lawrence 
from the Mouth of the Iroquois r or Sorrel , River, as high 
up St. Lawrence as to be oppoftte to the Weft End of Lake 
Sacrentente and from the Weft End of the faid Lake thro’ 
that and Lake Iroquois or Champlain y and Iroquois River 
to its Mouth, which is oppoftte to St. Peter s-Bay. This 
being the earlieft Account any Europeans have of them, we 
may fairly conclude this to be their hereditary or native 
Country- 

The fame Authority acquaints us, that they found the The Con- 

T J quer’dCoun- 

Iroquois engaged in a juft and neceflary War with the Adi- l f°f hcFiJ ‘ 
ro?idacs or AIgonkins , a powerful Nation of Indians , who 
then lived where the Utawawas are now fttuated, and forced 
the Iroquois to leave their own Country and fly to the. 

Banks of the Lakes Ontario and Erie \ which, with the 
Country lying between thofe Lakes and Hudfon s River, 
as low as Albany , and the Forks of the Rivers Delaware y 
Sufquehanah and Ohio y they have ever ftnce made their 

D z chief 
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chief Refidence, and do now continue in the Pofleflion 
of; except thofe Parts they have fold to the Englijh and 
made particular Grants of, efpecially upon Mohawks Ri¬ 
ver, upon Lake Ontario , where the Englijh Fort Ofwego 
was built in 1727, and thofe Parts about the Forks of the 
Rivers Delaware , Sufquehanah and Ohio in the Province of 
Pennfylvania that they have fold to the Proprietors of that 
Province. Upon their Removal to this Part of the Coun¬ 
try tire Sata?tas , Gr Shaouonons , who then lived round the 
Lakes Ontario and Erie, warred againft them; but the Iro¬ 
quois foon drove them out of the Country, and they fled as 
far to the Weftward as the Banks of the Mijjijftpi. By this 
Breach with the Sat anas the Iroquois improved fo much in 
the Art of War, and fo far recovered their Spirits, which 
were before deprefled by the Algottkins , that now they 
thought themfelves a Match for them: and as Indians ne¬ 
ver forget an Injury, nor re A till their Revenge is fatiated, 
they immediately after their Victory over the Sat anas re¬ 
newed the War with the Algonkins, in which they had 
fuch Succefs as not only to recover their hereditary Domi¬ 
nions, but alio to drive the Algolkins from their own 
Country to that where ^uebeck now Aands, and never refled 
till they had deAroyed the whole Nation, except a few 
who put themfelves under the Protection of the French at 
^ uebeck ; and thofe that have defcended from them that 
efcaped the Fury of the Iroquois arc Aill in the Neigh- 
bournood of ^ uebeck \ but the Algonkins have never been 
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confide red as of any Confequence in either Peace or War, 
fince their Wars with the Iroquois . 

Fire Anns andTools of Iron a?id Steel having never been 
feen in this Part of the World till the French introduced 
them, the Novelty and Ufefulnefs of them, together with 
their alluring Toys and Tinfels , and the French Demand for 
the Indians Furs and Skins , brought all the Indians between 
Quebeck and the Lakes, except the Iroquois , to the French 
to trade: but as the French had protected the Algonlzins 
and actually affifted them againft the Iroquois , they could 
not be prevailed upon to have any Commerce with the 
French^ who thereupon commenced the Allies of all the In¬ 
dians that came to ^ debeck , and prevailed on them to join 
in a War againft the Iroquois , whom they were now deter¬ 
mined to extirpate, never dreaming of much Difficulty to 
accomplifh it, as they had the Advantage oi Fire Arms, 
and a vaft Superiority in Numbers of Indians . 

The fir ft Acftion after this Coalition happened upon the 
Banks of Lake Iroquois , and proved to the Difadvantage of 
the Iroquois ; for the Fre?ich kept themfelves undilcovered 
till the Moment they began to join battle, and their Fire 
Arms furprized the Iroquois fo much that they were put 
into Confufion. This Vicftory and the Fire Arms giving 
the French Indians new Confidence, they became fierce 
and infolent, defpifing the Commands of their Captains, 
and on all Occafions raffily attacked the Enemy, who were 
obliged to keep themfelves upon the defenfive, and to 

make 
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make up what they wanted in Force by Stratagem and a 
fkilhil Management of the War, in which they fucceeded 
fo well that they deftroyed great Numbers of the Enemy, 
and loft but very few of their own People. One Stratagem 
they made ufe of in this critical Conjuncture, was an Ac¬ 
ceptance of an Offer made them by the Governor of Ca¬ 
nada to fend lbme French Priefts among them \ but as foon 
as they got them in their Poffeftion, they made no other 
Ufe of them than as Hoftages to oblige the French to ftand 
neuter. And being now furnifhed with Fire Arms from 
the Dutch , they gave full fcope to their Revenge againft 
their Enemy Indians. The firft they met with were the 
^uatoghiesj or Hurons , as the French call them, and the 
Remains of the Algonkins , whom they defeated in a dread¬ 
ful Battle fought within a few Miles of ^uebeck. The 
French own if the Iroquois had known their Weaknefs at 
that Time, they might have eafily deftroyed their whole 
Colony. 

This Defeat in Sight of the French Settlements ftruck 
Terror into all their Indian Allies, who at that Time were 
very numerous, becaufe of the Trade which fupplied them 
with many ufeful Conveniences. The Nipiceriniens who 
then lived on the North Banks of St. Lawrence River, fled 
upon this to the Northward as far as Lake Abitibis. The: 
Remainder of the ^uatoghies or Hurons , with the Utawa- 
was and feveral other Nations, fcampered off South-Weft- 
ward. But foon after they began to be in want of the 
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European Commodities from the French , and in order to 
fupply themfelves they returned to Quebeck; and by this 
Means the Places of their Retreat were difcovered to the 
Iroquois , whofe Revenge not being yet fatisfied, they im¬ 
mediately after attacked them in their new Settlements, 
and by the Year 1650 entirely extirpated or adopted all 
the Nations of Indians that reftded on both Sides the River 
St. Lawrence above Quebec!, and on both Sides the Lakes 
Ontario , Erie, and Huron : which they never could have 
accomplished had they not ftricftly followed one Maxim 
formerly in ufe among the Romans , viz. the encouraging 
the People of other Nations to incorporate with them. 
Like them alfo when they have fubdued any People and 
fatiated their Revenge, by fome cruel Examples, they 
adopt the reft, who if they behave well enjoy the fame 
Rank and Privileges with their own People, fo that fome 
of their Captives have afterwards become their greateft Sa¬ 
chems and Captains. In 16 7 2 they conquered and incor¬ 
porated the Illinois Indians refiding upon the River Illinois , 
which rifes near Lake Michigan , and difembogues into the 
MijJiJJipi. And they alfo then incorporated the Satanas 
that they formerly drove from the Lakes Ontario and Erie. 
And the Rivers Illinois and MiJJiffipi make the Weftern 
Bounds of their Conquefts, and of their Deed of Sale to 
the Crown of Great-Britain in 1701. They , alfo con¬ 
quered the New-York or Hudfon s-River Indians , the De¬ 
laware, Sufquehanah, Ohio , and other Indians in the 

Provinces 
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Provinces of New-York , Pennjylvania y Maryland and 
Virginia by 1673. The Twightwees , or Mtanus , reliding 
on the River Onbache or St. Jerom y they conquered in 
1685. 

In fhort the neareft Indians , as they were attacked, fled 
to thofe that were further off, where they followed them, 
and not only entirely fubdued the vanquilhed, but them 
that received them. They carried their Arms and Con- 
quells as far as New-England and the Utawawas River to- 
the Eaflward, to the Hudfon s-Bay Company’s Territories 
to the Northward, to the Illinois and MijffiJJipi Rivers 
WeAward, and to Georgia Southward, adopting thole 
whom they did not deAroy, and making them their Vaflals 
and Tributaries. The Tufcaroras , that formerly lived in 
Carolina , upon their Expulflon from thence by the People of 
Carolina in 1711, fled to the Iroquois , and were incorpo¬ 
rated with, and to this Day relide among, them. And lince 
that they are generally called the Six Nations. The Cowet as 
or Creek Indians that refide in Georgia are in the fame 
Friendfhip with them. 

Thefe ConqueAs of the Five Nations have not proved 
temporary, or merely nominal, for all the Nations round them 
have for many Years entirely fubmitted to them, and pay 
a yearly Tribute to them in Wampum y or Indian Money ; 
they dare neither make War nor Peace without their Con- 
fent, except thofe who quit their Nations, and get under 
die immediate Prote&'on and Support of the French. Two 
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old Men commonly go about every Year or two to receive 
this Tribute; and their Sachems are often feen ifluing 
their Orders with as arbitrary an Authority as a Roman 
Dictator. 

For further Proof of their Right to the Country they have 
conquered, they have in all their Treaties with his Majejiy & 
Governments refpedting it, referved to themfelves a Right 
to demand a further Coniideration for all unfettled Lands, 
that they, nor their Anceftors, have not made particular 
Grants of to diitindt Governments and received a valuable 
Conlideration for; and they always do demand a Conlide- 
ration and have it, as our Settlements do extend further 
into their Country, before they will execute a Deed of 
Conveyance, inlifting that the Country belongs to them 
in Right of Conqueft, having bought it with their Blood,, 
and taken it from their Enemies in fair War. Thus the 
Proprietors of Pennfylvania in 1736 bought of them all the 
Land on both Sides the Forks of the Sufquehanah River as 
far South as the Province extends, and to the Northward 
to thofe called the Endlefs Mountains or Kittochtinny Hills 
as far as the Province extends that Way. This Purchale 
includes all that Part of the River and Country of the Ohio 
that lies in this Province, which gives us a farther Right 
to fuch Part. The Government of Maryland alfo pur- 
chafed the Remainder of all their Claims in that Province 
in 1744* And the Government of Virginia paid them in 
1744, two hundred Pounds in Goods at Market Price,. 
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and two hundred Pounds in Gold, for a Deed of Sale for 
the Remainder of all the Lands that are, or may be, by the 
King’s Appointment in Virginia ; which is another Proof 
of the reft of the River and Country of the Ohio , that is in 
this Province, belonging to his Majejly . But they deftred 
a further Conftderation when the Settlements increafed 
much further back, which the Commiftioners were at laft 
obliged to give them Encouragement to hope for. The 
Particulars of which Grants, and the Indian Manner of 
negociating about Lands, with a full Account of their 
Treaties, may be feen in Colde?i s judicious Hiftory of the 
Five Nations . 

From this Detail of historical Fadts, it is plain that the 
Five Nations have a fair and indubitable Title to their 
hereditary and conquered Country, and they have on all 
Occafions availed themfelves of the Advantages refulting 
from it. 

The Extent of their Right by Inheritance and Conqueft 
is to the Eaftward, on the South Side of St. Lawrence , 
the Weftern Bounds of New-England , and on the North 
Side of that River, the Utawawas River and Lake Abitibis . 
Its South Weftern Boundary is from Lake Abitibis to the 
North Eaft End of Lake Michigan , from thence through 
that Lake to the River Illinois , and from thence down that 
River to the MijfiJJipi. Its Weftern Boundary is from 
the Confluence of the Rivers Illinois and MiJJiJJipi as 
the latter runs South to Georgia . This is a vaft Coun¬ 

try, 
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try, extending about twelve hundred Miles in Length from 
North to South, and from feven to eight hundred Miles 
in Breadth, where the Five Nations deftroyed many Na¬ 
tions, of whom there are now no Accounts among the 
Fnglifh. But the French Geographers, D' Lijle , Du Fur, 
&c. have in their late Maps limited their Rights North¬ 
ward, to a South Weft Line they have drawn from Mon¬ 
treal to Lake Toronto , where they alfo bound them to the 
Weftward, and allow them only the Country between this 
Line and our Settlements. However, to point out the 
Miftakes, or rather defigned Encroachments, of the Maps 
of America publifhed in France, of late Years, by Autho¬ 
rity, would be almoft to copy the whole of them. There¬ 
fore it muft give every Briton great Pleafure to fee our 
Countryman Dr. Mitchel , F. R. S. detecting their Miftakes 
and defigned Encroachments, and almoft wholly reftoring 
us to our juft Rights and Pofleftions, as far as Paper will 
admit of it, in his moft elaborate and excellent Map of 
North-America juft publifhed ; which deferves the warmeft 
Thanks and Countenance from every good Subject in his 
Majefty’s Dominions. 

The Five Nations never alienated any Part of their he¬ 
reditary or conquered Country to any but his Majefty and 
his Subjects. But in 1672 the French , when at Peace 
with the Five Nations , perfuaded them to allow a Houfe 
to be built on the North Side of the Eaft Entrance into 
Lake Ontario , under the Pretence of a Store for Merchan- 
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dize. Under the fame Pretence they built feveral other 
Houfes the next Year about the Lakes; but they foon con¬ 
verted thefe trading Houfes into fuch Forts as the Five Na¬ 
tions could not reduce without Cannon and knowing how 
to ufe them. However they complained to the Governor of 
Canada of this Ufurpation, and told him, “ They could 
“ place no Confidence in the French , for under the Pre- 
u tence of building Houfes that might be a Rendezvous 
“ for Merchants, and that only Beavers and Merchandize 
“ fhould enter them, they had made them Places of Re- 
treat for Soldiers, and for Arms and Ammunition of 
“ War; whereby they had flopped the Growth of the 
** Tree of Peace that had been planted, and prevented its 
u Branches from covering their Countries.” The Governor 
of New-York protefled alfo againft thefe Forts as Encroach- 
• ments upon the King of Great-Britam% Territories. But 
notwithstanding this, in 1684, the Year a Rupture broke 
out again with the French and Five Nations , they built 
another Fort, with four Baftions, at Naigara Falls in the 
Streight between Lakes Ontario and Erie ; which was alfo 
protefled againfl by the Governor of New-York as P. Char¬ 
levoix , &c. confefs. In 1725 they built Crown-Point or 
St. Frederick's Fort on Lake Iroquois or Champlain . And 
fince the Peace of Utrecht and that of Aix La Chapelle 
they have built feveral other Forts, fo that now they have 
twenty Forts, befides Block-Houfes or Stockade Trading 
Houfes, and one Fort they lately took from us on the 

Ohio 
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Ohio River, in die Country of the Five Nations which 
France ceded to the Crown of Great-Britam at the 
Treaty of Utrecht , and confirmed by that of Aix La 
Chapelle . This finifhes what I have to remark on his Ma- 
jcity’s Rights and PofTeflions to the Northward of Lati¬ 
tude 34 D ; and now for our Rights to the Southward of 
that Latitude. 

We not only firfl explored the Eaftern Coaft from Cape ^ fj^f s 
Florida to the North Polar CirJe , but from Sir Walter™*®:*? 

7 D. Is. Lut. 

Raleigh's Grant in 1584, the Coaft to the Southward of 
Chefiapeak-Ray has been conftantly vifited, and moft of our 
firft Settlements in North-Ameidca were to the Southward 
of that Bay, and in that Part now called North-Carolina \ 
the Particulars and Succefs of which may be feen at large 
in moft Collections of Voyagvs to, and Hiftories of, North- 
America. From thefe Settlements the People fpread to the 
Southward of N. Lat. 34 D. and eftablifhed themfelves 
without any Grant from the Crown, but what had been 
forfeited or refilmed, till 1630, when King Charles I. 
granted all the Country and the Iflands on the Sea Coaft 
of the Atlantic Ocean lying between 31 D. and 36 D. N. 

Lat. and from thence due Weft to the South Seas , to Sir 
Robert Heath by die Name of Carolina. 

In 1665 King Charles II. granted to feveral Noblemen 
and Gentlemen all the Country lying on the Atlantic 
Ocean between 29 D. and 39 D. 30 M. N. Lat. and 
from thence due Weft to the Pacific Ocean , no Clrrijlian 

Prince 
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Prince or People intervening, by the Name of Carolina * 
This Grant comprehends the prefent Provinces of North 
and South Carolina and Georgia. , and all the Province of 
Louifiana , fince ufurped by the French. In 1698 CoL 
Welch travelled from CharlesWown y South-Carolina , to the 
Mijftfipi River juft below Old Kappa y where Ferdinand 
Soto , a Spaniard from Florida , firft difcovered the Mijjijftpi 
in 1541. In 1698 alfo, Sir Daniel Cox intended to re¬ 
vive a dormant Title to the Country granted as above to 
Sir Robert Heathy but findig the Eaftern Coaft already 
planted, he fent two Ships into the Gulf of Mexico , under 
the Command of Capt. William Bond , to explore the South 
Coaft of Carolina , and to make a Settlement there. One 
of the Ships entered the Miffijftpi River, and aicended it 
above one hundred Miles, taking Pofteftion of the Country 
in the King’s Name, and leaving in feveral Places the 
Arms of England for a Memorial thereof And Capt. 
Bond took feveral Draughts of the Coaft and River as far 
as he difcovered. It was not till the Year following, when 
Sir Daniel Cox was foliating a new Patent in England y 
that M. D'Iberville on the Part of France hit upon the 
Mouths of the MiJfiJJipiy and built a Fort at one of the 
Entrances, as would have been done the Year before by 
the Englijh if one of theft Ships had not deferted them.. 
From thefe Particulars relating to the South Coaft we de¬ 
rive a further Right to the Country lying between the 29 
and 36 D. 30 M. N> Lat. And on the Weftcrn Side of 
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it that is bounded by the Pacific Ocean , we dill have a 
further Right, founded on the Difcoveries of Sir Francis 
Drake in 1578, who explored the whole Sea Coaft, took 
formal Pofleftion for England , and called the Country 
New-Albion* 

To great Part of this Country both the French and Spa¬ 
niards have not only laid claim, but have availed them- 
felves of; therefore I fhall now confider the Merits of 
their Claim. 

During the Inattention of England to North- A?nerica > 
from Cabot's Difcovery of it in 1496 to Sir Walter Ra - to Flonda - 
leigh's Patent in 1584, the Spaniards got footing in this 
Territory on the Eaftem Coaft, and in 1565 utterly ex¬ 
tirpated the French out of it, who had been endeavouring 
to eftablifh a Colony there from 1555. And the Spa¬ 
niards were in Pofleftion of a large Part of Carolina under 
the Name of Florida when the Treaties of 1667 and 1670 
were concluded between England and Spain . By thofe 
Treaties both Nations were to hold whatever each then 
pofleft'ed in America , whereby Spain has a Right to part 
of Carolina , ftill called Florida*. In 1702 and 1703 

the 


* A-propoSy by the fame Authority, we have an undoubted Right to the Bays of Cam- 
peache and Honduras ; for at the Conclufion of thofe Treaties we had Colonies a&ually 
planted by the Government of Jamaica at both thofe Bays. Upon which his Majcfty's 
Claims to both of them, and his Subje&s’ Right to cut Logwood , &c. there, is as juftly 
founded as the Spanijh Claim is to any part of Florida. But notwithftanding the Spaniards 
have drove us from both,- and are effectually preventing us from recovering our footing 
there by fortifying and planting Colonies, 
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the Spaniard *, and Indians of this Country in Alliance 
with them, were defeated in two memorable Battles, driven 
to the Southward of St. John s River in South-Carolina, 
which is to the Southward of the South Boundary of 
Georgia , by his Majefty’s Subjects of Carolina , and would 
have been utterly extirpated out of Florida , if Governor 
Moore had not precipitately raifed the Siege of Augujline 
at the Appearance of two Spanijh Frigates which could 
have done him no Injury. And in 1714 the Creek In~ 
dians compleated their Extirpation out of Florida. , the 
Town of Augujline only excepted. Therefore in 173% 
when the Court of Spain claimed a vaft Tradt of Country 
to the Northward of this River to prevent our fettling it>. 
as the Colony of Georgia was forming, it was ftipulated 
between the two Crowns that Great-Britain fhould not 
extend her Settlements to the Southward of the South 
Branch of S,t. Johns River. But the Charter for Georgia 
granted to the late Trujlees , and the Commiflion and In- 
ftrudtions lately given to the Governor of Georgia , does not 
extend the South Bounds of this Province beyond the South 

Branch of the River Altamaha ; fo all the Country to the 

*• ' 

Southward of the Altainaha to the South Branch of St. 
Johns River continues Part of South-Carolrna Province. 
spanijh En- In the late War with Spain the Spaniards erected feveral 
andbepre- Forts and Settlements to the Northward of St. Johns Ri- 

dations fince 1^77 i i*/-ii 

Peace at ver, which General Oglethorpe demolifhed. But I have 

jjix L/2 # 

CmpeUc. advice from Georgia , that lince the Peace of Aix La Cha- 
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pelle they have again built feveral Forts to the Northward 
of St. Johns River, and laft Summer a confiderable Num¬ 
ber of Families came from the Havanab to fettle upon 
the Appalatian Fields, the fine ft Country in the World 
perhaps, which is abfolutely to the Northward of the 
Stipulation in 1738, and confequently within his Majefty’s 
Territories. This Ufurpation, with their unwarrantable 
Expulfion of us from the Bay of Honduras , and the 
fearching and feizing many of our Ships upon the High 
Seas purfuing no other Traffic but from one Part of his 
Majefty’s Dominions to another, fince the Peace of Aix 
La Chapelle , feems to portend the fame Evils to us that we 
now experience from French Encroachments and Depre¬ 
dations, if we are not fpeedily reftored to our juft Rights 
and Poffeffions, and eftedually fecured againft future In- 
fults and Encroachments of the like fort. But if on the 
contrary we tamely fubmit to them, what are we not to 
exped next ? Does not pocketing one Affront or Injury 
always give an Invitation to another ? Has not fatal Ex¬ 
perience convinced this Nation of the Truth of this? 

P. Charlevoix fays, in 1555 the Fre?tch turned their The Claim 
Thoughts ; to planting of Colonies in the South Part ofclS^&c. 
North-America, and in 1562 Admiral Colonie undertook 
a Settlement in Florida , but did not fucceed. In 1562 
alfo, M. Rebeaut went to Florida , and built a Fort at 
Port-Royal , and called it Charles-Fort , eftabliffied a Co¬ 
lony there which he afterwards defiroyed, and retyped to 
- F France 
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France in 1563. In 1563 M. Laudinea went to Florida 
and built a Fort which he called Carolini, and went on 
fettling till 1565 when Don Menendez deftroyed the 
whole Eftablifhment, fince which the French have not had 
the lead footing on the Eaftern Coaft of Florida , or more 
properly fpeaking the Provinces of North and South Caro- 
Una and Georgia , nor do they lay any Claim to any Part 
of this Coaft that I know of. Now let us follow them 
to the South Coaft of Carolina , where they have ufurped a 
vaft Territory belonging to the Crown of Great-Britain , 
and planted a powerful Colony, to which they have given 
the name of Louijiana. , 

The Origin By M. Joliet's Journal of the French Enterprizes to dif* 
cfthefrtZt cover and get footing on the great River Mijfijfipi^ it ap- 
and Settle- pears that he in 1673 travelled from Canada over Land, 

MJPffiPh or and difcovered fome part of the River Miffijfipi , upon 
loui/wua. k e returnec i. The next French Adventurer was the 

Sieur De La Salle , who in the Years 1679, 1680, 1682, 
and 1683, went from Lake Ontario , through the Lakes 
Erie , Huron , and Michigan , and the River I Hams r to 
the Mijfijfipi) and returned to Canada . In 1684 he went 
from Rochelle in Old France , with two hundred Soldiers, in 
hopes of finding out an Entrance into the Mijfijftpi in 
the Gulf of Mexico , but he miffed it, and fell in with 
the Bay of St. Bernard , or St. Louis , between 28 D. 
and 29 D. N. Lat. juft to the Southward of the South 
Line of Carolina Charter granted by Charles II. in 1665. 

Here 
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Here he built a Fort, and in travelling by Land in purfuit 
of the Mouth of the Miffffpi, he was murdered by his own 
People, who afterwards abandoned the Fort at St. Ber¬ 
nard > and went to Canada , without difcovering the En¬ 
trance into the Miffffpi. Thus fell that bold, enterpriflng, 
and valuable Gentleman the Sieur De La Salle , who was 
an Honour to his Country, after which the Miffifftpi was 
negleded by the French till the latter End of 1698, when 
M. D'Iberville made an Attempt to difcover its Mouth in 
the Gulf of Mexico , and in 1699 hedifcovered an Entrance, 

and built a Fort near the Mouths. .In 1701 the next Efta- 

\ * 

blifhment was made at the Mobile River. In 1702 Ifle 
Dauphin begun to be fettled. But all thefe Settlements took 
no form till 1708. In 1712 Louis XIV. granted the Sieur 
Crozat a Patent for all Lands bounded by New-Mexico> 
and by the Lands of the Lngliff of Carolina , all the Settle¬ 
ments, Ports, Havens, Rivers, and principally the Port and 
Haven of the Ifle Dauphin, , heretofore called Maffacre ; 
the River of St. Louis> heretofore called Miffifftpi , from the 
Edge of the Sea as far as the Illinois ; together with the 
River of St. Philips heretofore called the Miffourys ; and 
of St. *Jerom , heretofore called the Oubache . With all the 
Countries, Territories, Lakes within Land, and the Rivers 
which fall diredfly or indire&y into the above part of 
St. Louis. In the Preamble of this vague, loofe, and in¬ 
determinate Grant, the King fets forth no other Title to it 
.. __ F 2 than 
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than the Sieur De La Salles Voyage in 1685, at the firft 
Difcovery of the MiJJiffipi , acknowledging alfo that the 
King did not give Orders for the eftablifhing a Colony till 
after the Peace of Ryfwick in 1697. The King alfo exprefly 
declares the principal ObjeCt of this Grant to be, that a Com¬ 


munication may be made between Canada and Louifiana by 
help of the Lakes and Rivers, which of all things we ought 
to prevent the Continuance of, of adieu to the Peace and 

*• • ; r -v .... . ^ r ^ ' • • - - 

Profperity of our Colonies. When this Patent is dated we 


were at War with both France and Spain , and that we 
took no Notice of it at the Treaty 6f Utrecht is'not to be 
wondered at, when we call to mind the Characters and 
Abilities of the Negociators on our Part of that Treaty. In 
1714 they built a Fort, which now mounts fourteen Cannon, 
at Alibamous in the Heart of our Subjects the Upper Creek 
Indians , and in the Center of the South Boundary of that 
part, to the Eaflward of the Mijfijfipi , of the Province we 
now call Georgia , which Spot we actually poffefTed thirty 
Years before by trading Houfes for the Indians . In 1717 
the Capital of Louifiana , called New-Orleans\ was founded. 
And that Year the Patentee, finding his Enterprife very un¬ 
profitable, relinquifhed his Patent to the Regent of France , 
upon which the famous, or rather infamous Mifiijfipi Com¬ 
pany, or Bubble, was formed. This failing, to the Ruin of 
Thoufands, the King took it into his own Hands where it 
has continued ever fince, and is now vaftly increafed in In- 

i habitants 
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habitants and Fortifications This is the Account of the 
Origin and Progrefs of the French Ufurpation of the 
MiJfijffipi that they have been fo obliging as to publish to the 
World themfelves. And certainly if there be any fuch thing 
as Law or Juftice upon this earthly Ball between Nation 
and Nation, the French have juft as much Right to that 
Part of Lonifiana to the Northward of twenty-nine Degrees 
of North Latitude, as a Frenchman \vould have to one ol 
the King s Forefts in this Ijland upon coming from France , 
walking thro’ it, finding only a Notice ftuck up at each 
End that no Perfon muft enter there without a Ticket from 
the Ranger, and then returning to the Middle and impu¬ 
dently fetting himfelt down. 

As to the Sieur De La Salles Difcovery of St. Bernard, The French 
or St. Louis , Bay, to the Southward of the South Bounds in e s 
of Carolina , and the French claiming it in confequence ofuaf/patL 
that Difcovery, it behoves the Spaniards to attend to that niards, and 
Circumftance, efpecially as it is within three hundred Miles [he' 
of fome of the richeft Mines of New-Mexico , and perhaps 
they will experience, before long, that the French have as Spain. 
keen an Appetite for Silver as any Spaniard whatever. No 
Man 1 believe can treat this as a chimerical Sufpicion, when 
he recolledts the conftant Encroachments the French have 
made upon the Spaniards in the Ifland of Hifpaniola or 
St. Domingo ever fince they got footing there, and upon all 
their Neighbours, in all Parts of the Globe, at all Times. But 
if they fhould not further encroach on the Spaniards in 

New - 
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New-Mexico , if they fettle St. Bernard' s-Bay y there cannot 
be any Doubt but they will avail themfelves of the greateft 
Part of the Trade of New-Mexico ; for by their Settlements 
at the Mijfijfipi y they are come into a pretty handfome 
Share of it already, as fully appeared by the Capture of the 
Golden Lion from the Mijfijftpi in the late War, which 
Ship had an immenfe Sum of Money on Board that (he 
took in at the Mijfffipi . And this could not come from 
thence if the French had not exchanged their European 
Manufactures for it with the New-Mexicans. Therefore 
it is of the utmoft Importance to Spain to deprive them of 
that part of New-Mexico which they claim; and why they 
did not oblige France to annihilate this Claim at the Treaty 
of Utrecht is very eaftly accounted for, when we recoiled: 
Louis XIV. had juft put hisGrandfon on the Throne of Spain . 

From the Account I have thus collected of the Difco- 
veries, Rights and Pofteflions of the Crown of Great-Bri- 
tain in North-America y it is clear that France cannot have 
any juft Pretenftons to any Part thereof from the North 
Pole to the twenty-ninth Degree of North Latitude on 
the Atlantic Ocean, and from thence due Weft to the 
South-Seas ; except to jijh and cure Fifh at Newfoundland , 
to the Iftes in the Gulf of St. Lawrence y and to Canada 
or New-France. And thefe they could never have had 
any Pretenftons to if North-America had from the origi¬ 
nal Difcovery of the Cabots been properly attended to by 
England . 


By 
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By the above State of his Majefty’s Rights, Canada is 
pared down to very narrow Limits, compared with what 
the French Hiftorians and Map-makers (under the Autho- f^^ vail ~ 
rity of Government) delineate it to be. But there is no 
Foundation for any Pretence to extend this Province to the oiLn z land ' 
Northward beyond the South Pounds of the Hudfon's-Bay 
Company's ’Territories and New-Britain or Labradore ; to 
the Weflward beyond Labe Abitibis and the Cou fe of the 
Utawawas River that difembogues direSily oppofte to Mon¬ 
treal ; and to the Southward beyond the North Side of the 
River of St, Lawrence. I fay this is Canada or New- 
France , and no Authority can be produced for its Exten- 
fion any way. This is the only Footing the French 
are entitled to upon the Continent of North-America, 

Not to repeat that they never would have had even this 
if the Court of England had but attended to its Interefts in 
North-America. For the Cabots firft explored the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence , and two Englifi Ships went up the River 
in 1527. Secretary Walftngham being informed of an 
Opening South of Newfoundland , fitted out Sir Humphry 
Gilbert , who failed up St. Lawrence River and took Pofifef- 
fion for the Crown of England in 1583. And it was 
1603 before the French begun to fettle any where within 
the Gulf of St. Laurence, according to their own Hifto¬ 
rians. In 1629 Canada was taken from the French by 
Sir David Kirk , but it was given them by the Treaty of 


[ 40 ] 

St. Germain in 1632 without any Specification of Limits, 
which gives them all the Right they have to any Part of 
it. And Queen Anne in 1711, when fhe purpofed the 
Reduction of it, difperfed a Manifefto in the Country, fet- 
ting forth, “ That Canada belonged to the Englijh by 
u Priority of Dilcovery, and what the French pofiefied 
<c there was by Grants from the Fnglijh , and confequently 
“ held it only as a Fief, therefore where the Pofiefiors turn 
“ Enemy, it reverts.” I am not Lawyer enough to de¬ 
termine the Validity of fuch a Claim, but we may be af- 
fured nothing but the longejl Sword will ever fettle the 
Limits of this Province. 

Thus the Crown of Great-Fritairi s Rights and Pof- 
fefiions in North-Ainerica ftand in oppofition to thofe of 
France ; and by the Law of Nations our Claims are cer¬ 
tainly valid with Europeans againft Europeans that encroach 
upon American Claims thus founded. 

His Mcijejiys But methinks I hear the fober and thinking Part of Man- 

cufed of kind fay, “ Though our Claims may be valid againft 

Abufes’ and <c France , how came we by thofe Rights and Pofiefiions? 

Cruelties to ' 

the Indians A They did not come to us by Inheritance ? Prior Difco- 

and the "• ' * * - # — • . " 

Crown of “ very and Pre-occupancy gives only a Right to derelidt 

Title to “ Lands, which thofe of North-America were not, being 

Americahom ~ 7 . ° 

them. u full of Inhabitants, who undoubtedly had as good a 
“ Title to their own Country as the Europeans have to 
C£ theirs. Nor could our Right arife from Conqueft, if 
u we did conquer the Natives j as it is hard to conceive 

“ how 
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<£ how a Conqueft, where there was no preceding Injury 
“ or Provocation, could create a Ricdit. Therefore all a 
“ European Power could give, was an exclusive Grant to 
<c particular Subjects tor negociating and purchaling from 
“ the natural Lords and Proprietors, and thereupon a 
“ Power ot Jurifdidon. We fear the fir ft Settlers of our 
fC Provinces never treated the Savages well, but encroached 
<( upon their Lands by Degrees till they fraudulently or 
u forcibly turned them out of all, ufing the barbarous Me- 
<c thods, in fome meafure, pradifed by the Spaniards on 
u the Southern Continent of America, which have made 
4< them deteftable to the whole Chrifiian World." 

Thefe and fuch like Enquiries, Doubts and Fears, I have 
often met with tince I came to Europe. Nay, this very 
Week a Pamphlet has been publifhed, called the State of 
the Britifh and French Colonies , &c. which accufes his Ma- 
jejly s Colonies of committing Frauds, Abufes, Encroach¬ 
ments, Murders, and every Species of Villainy, againft 
the poor Indians of North-America, by which they have 
been alienated from, and induced to take up Arms with 
the French againft, Us; and all the Evils America labours 
under have been thus produced. All thefe Accufations 
are authorifed by fome of, what are called, the Difto- 
ries of New-England and other parts of North-America, 
wrote by Subjeds of his Majefly, 

Every Perfon that knows any thing of North-America 
in general, or of any one Province in particular, muft be^MIJeiips 

G r ru Subje&s ex - 

fenlibl ZpiJid. 
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fenfible that the Hiftories or Works of Mather , Oldmixon , 
Neal , Salmon, , &c. who have chiefly copied each other, 
and of all that have copied after them, relative to North- 
America , might almoft as properly have called their Works 
Hiftories of Prejler fohns , or the Hottentots Country, and 
their Manners and ConduCt, as Hiftories of North- America^ 
or any other Title they bear. Even Mather himfelf, faid 
Oldmixon in his Britijh Empire in America , had eighty- 
feven Falftioods in fifty-fix Pages. In fhort, there is not 
one Work yet publifhed to the World in our Language 
that in any Degree deferves the Title of a Hijlory of North - 
America , but Smith's Hijlory of Virginia, and DouglasV 
Summary , Hijlorical and Political , of the firfi Plantings 
pr ogre five Improvements , and prefent State of the British 
Settlements in North-America, &c. publifhed a few Years 
ago at Bofon in New-England . And this laft is only 
valuable for being the beft Collection of FaCts in general, 
for a future Hiftorian, that was ever made or publifhed. 
For of all the crude indigefted Works that were ever fub- 
mitted to the Public, I believe this excels them therein. 
And with refpeCt to Limits between us and the French in 
general, and of Nov a-Scotia in particular, he is very 
erroneous. But efpecially as to Hiftories of the Indians , 
there is not one publifhed in our Language that deferves 
the Title, nor any Accounts of them, that I have Teen, 
are worth reading, but that of Golden , which is juftly 
called a Hiftory of the Five Nations ^ and is a mafterly 

Performance* 
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Performance. Therefore I am very glad the Author of 
the State of the Britifli and French Colonies , has no other 
Authority to found his Accufation againft the Colonies in 
general than the exploded Htfiorians , or rather Anti-Hi fto~ 
rians , of Nor th-America*, and fome particular Instances, 
from other Authorities, of Cruelty and Injuftice between 
private Perfons and the Indians , from which we ought 
not to form an Opinion of any People. 

G 2 I thought 

* Moft, if not all, of our Maps alfo, preceding that by Dr. Mitchell , are very erroneous 
and injurious to his Majejlys juft Rights; and even the Dofior has not confined Canada , 
or New-France , and Spanish Florida , to their juft Limits. 

Such erroneous Books and Maps, upon fuch important Subje&s, are of worfe Confe- 
quence than People generally imagine ; for, befides mifleadingourfelves, the French quote 
them againft us, even in National Difcuflions, as Authorities. Therefore I am forry to 
fee the Author of the State of the Britifh and French Colonies , &c. who, I am confident, 
wrote with a View to inform and ferve his Country, attempting to prove the Independency 
of the Five Naticns of Indians , who in almoft every Treaty they ever made with his Ma- 
jejlys Governments have acknowledged themfelves the Subjects of Great-Britain , and 
have yielded their Dominions to the Sovereignty of this Crown; tho’ it is true fome of 
their Great Men, when they have been exafperated on particular Occafions, have infifted 
in Debate that they were born free, and would be fo. And this is the only Authority, with 
a few of them having gone over to the French , that can be produced for their denying their 
SubjeCtion, fince it took place in 1664, or of their difputing his Majrjlys Right to their 
Territories fince their Deed of Sale for them in 1701, except when the Conditions of their 
Deed has not been complied with, which fometimes has happened till a Congrefs could 
beheld by the Provinces with them. This Author has alfo propofed a Plan for fettling 
the Limits of North-America with the French , whereby he gives the French Two-Thirds 
(Douglas in his Summary propofes to give them full Seven-Eighths) of the Whole, for ttye 
Sake of enjoying the other Third in Peace and Quiet. Now can any Man, upon cool Re¬ 
flection, imagine, that if the French are fuffered to avail themfelves of, and fettle, Two- 
Thirds of North-America, we fhall enjoy the other Third in Peace ? No ; if we fubmit to 
this, and may judge of the future by what is paft, they will foon have the other Third alio. 
And by making fuch Propofals, does it not look as if we doubted the Validity of our Right 
to the Whole of our Claim ? Good God !why fhould we give up an Inch of that Territory 
which is our juft Right, when we are not only able to fecure it to ourfelves, but to make 
the French hold what properly belongs to them by no other Tenure than that of the Mercy 
of the Crown of Great-Britain ? Therefore may Perdition feize every Propofal that gives 
them an Acre of his Majejiy’s juft Rights and Pofieflions. 
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I thought myfelf obliged to make this Preface, before I 
came to wipe off the unworthy Afperfions that have been 
call on the fir ft Settlers of North- America in diredl Terms, 
fupported by Evidence. 

Subje^^n ' 8 firft Settlers, far from Spanijh Injuftice and Cruelty, 

North-Ame- {ought to gain the Natives by ftrid Tuftice in their Deal- 

r/ctfacquitted o o j u 

oftheCharge* s ^fafa them, as well as by all the Endearments of 

of Frauds, o 7 J 

Cruehies^fo Kiiidnefs and Humanity. To lay an early Foundation for 
Ind hi^Mr- a ^ rrn anc * luffing Friendfhip, they aflured the Americans 
toiVorJ- t]e diat they did not come among them as Invaders but Pur- 
qtdred'from chafers, and therefore called an Aflembly of them together 

pro/edTobe to enquire who had the Right to difpofe of their Lands; 
juft and fair. an j b e j n g told fa was their Sachems or Princes, they there¬ 
upon agreed with them for what Diftritfts they bought^, 
publicly and in open Market. If they did not pay a great 
Price for their Purchafes, yet they paid as much as they 

were worth. For it muft be confidered that Lands were 

* 

of little Ufe to the Natives, and therefore but of little 
Value. They lived chiefly on Fifh and Fowl and Hunt¬ 
ing, becaufe they would not be at the Pains to clear and 
break up the Ground. And as for their Meadows and 
Marfhes, they were of no Ufe at all, for want of Neat 
Cattle to feed them, of which there were none in thofe 
Parts of the World. The Englijh had no fooner made 
fome neceflary Proviflon for themfelves, than they applied 
their Cares for the Benefit of the Indians , by endeavouring 
to bring them from their wild Manner of Life to the civil 

and 
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and polite Cuftoms of Europe. For this Purpofe they 
marked out Land to build Indian Towns, fupplied them 
with all' proper Urenfils for Building, prefcribed to them 
Forms of Government, a d above all omitted no Pains to 
bring them acquainted with the Gofpel ; for whatever 
the firft Adventurers to North-America might be, the 
firft real Settlers were irduflrious, peaceable, confcientious 
Perfons, difienting from the Dijciplwe of the eftablifhed 
Church, though agreeing with it in DoSlrine , who removed 
into thofe remote Regions, upon no other View than to en¬ 
joy the Liberty of their Confciences without Hazard to 
themfelves, or Offence to others ; they were not Criminals, 
nor were they neceffitous ; nor had they, with their Bre¬ 
thren, made any Attempt to overthrow the Church and 
State at Home, and being difappointed therein went to 
America to fecure a Retreat for their Brethren, as the high¬ 
flying Mr. Salmon vainly imagines, and mod falfely and in- 
jurioufly afTerts they did. And what I fay of them, their 
uniform proper Conduct, and meek Principles of Obe¬ 
dience, on all Occafions, fully prove. After they were ar¬ 
rived fome time, and it was found neceflary, they made 
Laws to forbid any Perfon purchafing Lands without the 
Approbation of the Legiflature, to prevent the Natives be¬ 
ing over-reached, or ill ufed in their private Bargains ; 
And thofe Lands, lying moft convenient for them, have in 
mod of our Colonies been made unalienable, and never to 
bepurchafed out of their Hands, than which nothing could 

more 
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more demonstrate the Colonies Care and Concern for the 
Natives. This their Conduct to them is fully and concluftve- 

p 

ly proved by the Laws of almoft every one of our North - 
American Colonies. Yet nothing could oblige the Indians to 
Peace and Friendship in fome of our Provinces. They were 
alarmed with Strong Jealoufies of the growing Power of the 
Fnglijh , therefore began a War with a Refolution to ex¬ 
tirpate them, before they had too well eftablifhed them- 
felves, which forced our People to purfue them through all 
their ReceSTes, till they obliged them to enter into a folemn 
Treaty of Peace. Such however was the perfidious Nature 
of fome of the Ameri . an Savages, that they foon renewed 
their Hoftilities, though to their own fatal Coft. And ever 
fince the Settlement of the French at Canada , many Tribes 
of Indians have almoft conftantly, both in Peace and War 
with the Two Crowns , been animated and aflifted by them 
to war againft fome one or other of our Colonies, and 
have given them but few Intervals of Peace, and thofe very 
Short ones, to this Day, 

But notwithstanding all the wife, juft, and humane Con- 


ducft of our Colonies, in a legislative Chara&er, which has 
alfo been extended to all Dealings and Intercourfe with 
the Natives, I am fenfible great Frauds and Abufes have 
been impofed upon the Indians by private People, in De¬ 
fiance of the fevereft Laws, and the moft punctual Execu¬ 
tion of them on Offenders when detected. But Experience 
daily convinces us that in the wifeft and beft regulated So¬ 
cieties, 
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cieties, Laws framed with the greateft Care, and the niceft 
Judgment, are eluded and violated ; and therefore no won¬ 
der if infant Colonies fhould find the fame Difregard to 
Laws, which is to be feen uncorreCted under Governments 
of the longeft Duration and moft improved Policy. Con- 
fequently there would be juft as much Propriety in charg¬ 
ing the People of Great-Britain with being Sharpers, 
Thieves, Robbers, and Murderers, becaule every Month a 
Dozen or two of Perfons in this Kingdom are convicted 
of, and punifhed for, thefe Crimes, and many more 
efcape; as it is to charge the Colonies with Frauds, 
Abufes, Encroachments, and Murders upon the poor I72- 
dians of America , becaufe a few among them have been 
fo hardy and diabolical as to perpetrate fuch Villainies, 
fome of whom have been punifhed, and feme have 

Upon the whole, his Majejiys Claims in North-Ame¬ 
rica are not only valid in oppofition to thofe of France , 
but he alfo derives a Right from the native Proprietors of 
the Soil, his Subjects there having purchafed part with 
their Money, and the reft has been yielded to them by the 

true Owners, who have put themfelves and their Lands 

* 

under the Superintendency and Protection of the Crown of 
Great-Britain , that they might be fecured againft the En¬ 
croachments and Depredations of the French » The 
Right refulting from the Purchafes and Cellions of the 
.Natives* as much as it is decried and undervalued by fome 

People, 



[ +8 ] 

People, is in faCt the moft juft and equitable one. There¬ 
fore I am extremely forry to fee any of his Majefty’s Sub¬ 
jects, at this critical Conjuncture efpecially, endeavouri n 
to prove that we derive no Title from the Nati.es , and 
that they are not the Subjects of the Crown of Great-Bri - 
tain ; for it not only gives France a handle againft us, but 
it makes many of his Majefty s fober and thinking Subjects 
doubt the Juftice of our Caufe, and when this is the Cafe 
they do not aftift in the common Caufe with that Spirit » 
and Ability they otherwife would do, and which was never 
wanted to be exerted to the utmoft, more than at this pre- 
fent Time. 
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CHAP. II. 

The Difcovcries, Rights, and PoJJc/Jions of 

France. 


T H E firfl French that ever appeared in North-Ante- The firft 

v . , Difcoveries 

rica , according to their own Hiftorians, were fomeofthe/v^, 
Fifhermen from Normandy , who fifhed on the Banks of Right to c*- 

; . . nada, or New 

Newfoundland in 1504. In 1506 the Sieur Denis difco- France. 
vered the Entrance into St. Lawrence River. In 1508 
Thomas Aubart entered the River St. Lawrence , and 
brought fome Savages from thence to France. In 1523 
Verazaniy a Florentine in the French King % Service, 
coafted along the Eafl: Side of North-America , going 
afhore in feveral Places, and taking poffellion for France y 
according to the Forms ufed in thofe Times, from 37 D. 
to 50 D. N. Lat. He alio failed up the River St. Law - 
rence , and then returned to Fra 7 tce without making any 
Settlement. In 1534 Cartier difcovered Newfoundland , 

Faye Chaleur in the Gulf of St. Lawrence , cruized along 
the Coaft of Acadie y and went up the River St. Lawrence 
as high as Montreal\ taking polfelTion for France , but made 
no Settlement. In 1540 Roberval built a Fort at Cape 

H Breton , 
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Breton , but foon abandoned it. He made no new Difco- 
veries, and returned to France. In 1598 the Marquis De 
La Roche difembarked at the Ifle of Sable in Acadie , but 
made no Eftablifhment any where. In 1602 Chauvin 
failed up the River St. Lawrence as high as Trois Rivieres. 
In 1603 Monts entered Port-Mutton in Acadie , viflted 
the Ifle of St. Croix , failed as far as Kennebec River in 
New-Fngland, then went to Port-Royal in Acadie , and re¬ 
turned to France in 1 606 with all his People. In 1603 
the French flrfl: began to fettle on the River St. Lawrence , 
on the North Side near Trois Rivieres , and in 1608 at 
^uebeck. They went on fettling on the North Side of 
the River only, between ^ debeck and Montreal , till 1629, 
when Sir David Kirk reduced Quebeck and its Depen¬ 
dences, called Canada or New-France , to the Obedience 
of the Crown of Great-Britain , which was reftored to 
France by Treaty in 1632, and they have remained in 
Pofleflion of it ever flnce. But certainly they derive no 
Right by this Ceflion to any further Extent of Territory 
than what was taken from them, which was only the Di- 
ftridt and Settlements between ^uebeck and Montreal on the 
North Side of the River. This is the Way France ac¬ 
quired Canada , the Limits of which I have Rated in 
The RW« Page 39. 

ofthe trench 

to the iflands By the Treaty of Utrecht , fo far confirmed by that of 

in the Gulf 

of St. Law- Aix La Chapelle, the Iflands of Cape Breton, St. yohns , 

ed on the Anticofia , and all other Iflands in the Gulf of St. Lawrence , 

Treaty of 

Utrecht . were 
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were ceded to France ; notwithstanding they were again 
ours by the ConqueSt of Acadie or Nova-Scotia in 1710* 
which was Surrendered to her Britannic Majejly with all 
its Dependences expreffed in the Governor’s Commiflion, 
and all the ISlands in the Gulf of St. Lawrence were ac¬ 
tually fpecified in his Commiflion, and the Limits of Aca - The Limrtr 

J ^ . m* °f Acadie or 

die or Nova-Scotia were therein delineated to be what I Nwa-Scotia, 

fpecified by 

have Slated them in Page 10. But yet our iniquitous Ma -the French in 

^ / jl M. Suber- 

nagers of the Treaty of Utrecht had fo far thrown the^’ sCom - 

& J million. 

Power of Stipulating the Terms of Peace into ,the Hands 
of the Frejich , that when the ^ueen of Great-Britain con- 
defeended to fhare, what fhe had a Right to the whole of, 
Cape-Breton with them, and inlifted neither Side Should 
fortify, but the whole remain open for the Conveniency 
of each Nation’s Fifhery, the French had fo far got'the 
Afcendancy as to exclude her from any part of this ISland, 
and to obtain the pernicious Liberty to fortify it. Mr. 

Moore , one of the Lords for Trade and Plantations, was 
fo barefacedly corrupt upon the Difcuflion of this Point as 
to fay, to thofe who urged the Neceflity and Utility of ex¬ 
cluding the French from this Ifland, “Muft the French then 
“ have nothing ?” 

By the Treaty of Utrecht alfo the French have Liberty The French 
to fiSh within thirty Leagues of Nova-Scotia to the Eaft- within thirty 

Leagues of 

ward, beginning at the Ifle of Sable* And, Nova-Scotia, 

founded on 
the Treaty 
of Utrecht . 

H 2 Be 
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Their Right By the fame Treaty alfo, our corrupt Adminiftration 

to catch and * 

granted to the French Liberty to catch and cure Fijh in the 
land derived moft advantageous Places on that Part of Newfoundland.\ 
Treaty of f rom Cape Bonavtfia running down by the Weftern Side to 
Point Riche . j 

But, thank God, thefe are all the Rights they have any 
Foundation for in North-America. And by this Deduction 
of Fads it is plain, that we are indebted to the confiantly 
Frenchified Royal Stuarts , (among innumerable other of 
the fevereft Curfes) for the French Footing on the Continent 
of North- America^ and to our corrupt Frenchified Mana¬ 
gers of the Treaty of Utrecht for their Right to the Iflands 
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence , and to catch and cure Fifh at 
Newfoundland ; which, I fay, is all the Rights they have 
in North-America. But what they have obtained by En¬ 
croachments will fully appear in the next Chapter* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

\The Encroachments and Depredations of the 
French upon his Majefty's Territoj les in North- 
America in Ernes when Peace fubfijled in 
Europe between the Two Crowns 5 &c. &c. 

I SHALL date the French Encroachments and Depreda¬ 
tions in each of his Majefty s Provinces of North-Ame¬ 
rica, as the Continent is now divided by the Authority of 
the Crown , beginning to the Northward \ whereby we fhall 
have a clearer Idea of their Situation and Importance, and of 
the Propriety of the Meafures hereafter to be humbly pro- 
pofed for extirpating the French and their Indians out of 
his Majefty s Territories. 

Since the Peace of Aix La Chapelle they have eredted in French En - 

1 J croachments 

Nova-Scotia one Fort at Beauhaffin in the Cod of the ? re ' 

J dations in his 

of Fundy . and on the South Side of the Jfthmus of the I^ a j ef b’ s f 
South Eaftern Peninfula. And another Fort at Baye Verte Nova ' Scotia * 
on the North Side of this Ifthmus , which is not more than 
twelve Miles wide between thele two Forts. From hence 
they have furnifhed the Cape Sable , or Mickmac , and the 
Ifland of St. Johns , Indians , who make about three hun¬ 
dred 
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dred lighting Men, with Arms, Ammunition, Provifions 
and Cloathing. Upon our Attempt to colonize this Pro¬ 
vince immediately after the late War with France , they 
fpirited up thefe Indians to war againft us, by their ample 
Supplies; by their giving them a large Bounty for every 
Englijh Prifoner they brought to them, and a much larger 
for every Englijh Scalp they could produce ; by their pro- 
mifing to protect them in their Forts ; and by dilguifing 
themfelves and occafionally joining the Indians in their 
Enterprizes againft our Settlements. With thele three 
hundred Indians they have conftantly harrafted our infant 
Colony of Nova-Scotia , fo that we have made no Settle¬ 
ments but what have been fortified and picketed all round, 
which has been attended with vaft Expence. Indeed it is 
hard to conceive what Diftrefs this handful of Indians 
have reduced this Colony to. They cannot clear and 
break up the Ground, nor plant nor fow without their 
Pickets, nor go from one Village to another for Relief 
without imminent Danger, from Ikulking Indians , of 
being killed and having their Scalps carried away for the 
French Bounty, or of being taken and either put to Death 
in the moft cruel Torments that favage Brutality can in¬ 
vent, or of being carried away Captive to the French , who 
have afterwards infilled on a Price for their Redemption, 
equal to the Price Black Slaves are fold for in our Colonies, 
under the fpecious Pretence of their having paid it to the 
hidians to fave them from being put to Death. Thus 

the 


[ 55 ] 

the French have made us pay the very Bounty they gave 
the Indians for making Captives of our People. The Indians 
furprized the Village of Dartmouth one Night, and altho’ 
it had a Guard of Soldiers and was picketed in, they burnt 
the Houfes, and put Men, Women and Children to 
death. And from our firft Attempt to fettle it fince the 
late War with France , the Indians have been killing or 
captivating our People whenever Opportunity prefented. 

The French alfo, as foon as they had built thofe two 
Forts, threatened to deltroy all the French Subjects of his 
Majejiy and burn their Settlements without their Forts on 
the Peninfula, if they did not retreat into the Country 
within their Forts ; .therefore they, who have always in¬ 
clined to the French on account of their Religion, &c. 
tho’ ever indulged in the free Exercife of that and every 
thing elfe, burnt their Houfes, deftroyed their Plantations, 
and went under the Protection of the French , who allured 
them of ample Amends for their Lofies and Sufferings. 
Here they are protected and nourifhed in an Antipathy to 
his Majefty, his Government, and his People, and prove 
as good Subjects to the Fre?ich King as any he has in Ame¬ 
rica, Thefe People became the Subjects of the Crown of 
Great-Britain when Nova-Scotia was reduced in 1710, 
upon Condition they did not take up Arms for, nor againft^ 
us. But, contrary to their Oath of Allegiance, many cf 
them have been detected in joining the French and Indians 
both in Peace and War again!! his Majejiy s Subjects. 

There 
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There may be in this Province about ten thoufand of thefe 
French Neutrals , as they are called, though fome make 
them amount to fifteen thoufand, and others but to feven 
thoufand. Thus the French have a powerful Colony in 
the Heart of this his Majejly s Province. 

The French have alfo re-built a Fort in this Province 
fince the Peace of Aix La Chapelle , at the Entrance into 
the River of St. "Johns , on the Weftern Side of the Bay of 
Fundy oppofite to, and diftant ten Leagues from, Anna¬ 
polis-Royal ; by which they have the Command of the 
St. Johns River Indians , being about an hundred and fifty 
fighting Men, whom they occafionally illue upon the People 
of the North-Eaft Parts of New-England. At the En¬ 
trance into this River there is a capacious Road for Ships 
of any Burthen, and on the North Side of the Road is a 
Streight, not Piftol Shot over, through which there is no 
palling but at the Top of the Tide when the Water is 
upon a Level, for at other times the Fall is fo confider- 
able, efpecially at low Water, as to make a Defcent of 
thirty Feet. This Entrance, on which the French Fort 
Hands, is lined on both Sides by a folid Rock, and has 
more than forty Fathom of Water in its Middle. When 
you have palled this Streight the River fpreads itfelf half a 
Mile in Width, and with a gentle Current towards its 
Oudet admits a delightful Navigation for large Ships, 
fixty miles into the Country, and much further for fmaller 
Vellels; taking its Source from three parts of St. Law¬ 


rence 
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rence River, one of which is .diredtly oppofite to ^uebeck. 
The French have often conveyed Succours and Merchandize 
from Old France to 'uebeck , both in Peace and War, up 
this River, to avoid the Difficulty and Rifque of the Na¬ 
vigation of St. Lawrence River. By this River alfo they, 
as Occafion requires, convey Troops and Stores from g$ue- 
beck to the Neutral French , the Indians , and their other 
Forces in Nova-Scotia . And if they are buffered to remain 
in Poffeffion of this River they may always have a Com¬ 
munication between France and Canada in Winter, which 
they can have only from May to OSlober by St. Lawrence 
River, and they will at all times have a much more fafe 
and eafy Conveyance to and from Canada than by Saint 
Lawrence . But what is more material, they will be fur- 
niffied with a Harbour, more commodioully fituated for 
annoying the Britijh Colonies, by Men of War and Priva¬ 
teers in Time of War, than that American Dunkirk 
Louijbourg itfelf ; and at all times a convenient Port near 
the Ocean for furniffiing Naval Stores to Old France , and 
their Sugar Colonies with Lumber of all forts for the 
Conftruhtion of Dwelling Houfes, Sugar Mills, and Calk 
to contain their Ifland Produce, which is what they have 
long aimed at. In ffiort there is not one Advantage we 
derive from the four Provinces of New-England. , that they 
will not reap from this River when the Country comes to be 
fully fettled by them. And they are bent upon fecuring a 
Footing upon or near the Atlantic Ocean, as they have not 

I 
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one Port, or any Territory in their own North-American 
Colonies near it, but the Iflands in the Gulf of St. Law - 
rence ., which yield them nothing but a Security for their 
Fishery, and a Situation to diftrefs and annoy our Colonies ? 
and their Trade and Navigation, in Time of War. The 
j French alfo deny our Right to navigate or viiit any part of 
Nova-Scotia in the Gut of Canfo and Gulf of St. Law¬ 
rence , or to viiit and fettle Canfo , which we fettled foon 
after the Peace of Utrecht as part of Nova-Scotia , and car¬ 
ried on our principal Fifhery at, till the late War when they 
look it from us and destroyed the Settlement; but Sir 
Willi am Pep per ell recovered the liland, and built a Fort upon 
it, in his way to the Siege of Louijhourg. And every Year 
iince the Peace of Aix La Chapelle the Governor of Louif- 
hourg y and the Commanders in Chief of the Men of War 
that have been ftationed there, have given public Notice that 
they will feize and coniifcate all Englifo Veifels they find at 
Canfo , the Gut of Canfo , or in the Gulf of St. Lawrence . 

By thofe three Forts they have availed themfelves of all 
the Province of Nova-Scotia r . except the South-Eafern 
Peninfula. And although they do not difpute our Right 
to this, except Canfo and the Harbours in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence , they have not fufiered us to enjoy it fince the 
Peace of Aix La Chapelle. , but by their Encroachments > 
and Depredations have fo. annoyed and diflrefled us, that 
we have not been able to do any more towards fettling, even 
the Peninfula,. than to eftablifh four fmall Towns, and 
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build four fmall Forts, which has been accomplished with 
vafl Expence of Blood and Treafure. I think the Parlia¬ 
ment of Great-Britain have granted fince the late War 
450,000 /. for fettling and fecuring Nova-Scotia , and all 
we have to fhew for this immenfe Sum is the above four 
Towns or Villages, and four Forts. 

Since the Peace of Utrecht the Fre?tch have fettled feven French En¬ 
croachments 

Villages in the Province of the Majfachufets-Bay on the and Depre- 

& JJ J J dationsinhis 

South Banks of St. Lawrence River between the Ifle ofMajefty’s 

Province of 

Orleans and the Mouth of Iroquois , or Sorrel River. Some the Majfa- 

1 * chufets-Bay. 

of thefe Villages are picketed in, but none of them have 
any Forts, or other Defence. 

The French have Miflionaries among the Penobfcot or 
Pantagoit Indians , who do not exceed one hundred and 
fifty fighting Men, and generally refide near the Bay of 
Penobfcot. They have alfo Miflionaries among the Nor - 
ridgwaog Indians , who are about one hundred and fifty 
fighting Men, and refide upon Ke?tnebec River about one 
hundred and twenty Miles from its Mouth. Thefe Indians 
have, both in Peace and War with the French , been provoked 
by them to annoy and diftrefs our young Settlements on 
the Eaftern Frontier of this Province, and they have killed, 
fcalped, and made Captives of many of our People, even fince 
the Peace of Aix La Chapelle ; but the Government of 
the Majfachufets , by building two Forts laft Year on 
Kennebec River, and pofting one hundred Men in each, 
keep them in great Awe, and they dare not adt againft us 

I 2 at 
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at prefent. Thefe Indians have often acknowledged them- 
felv'es Subjects of the Crown of Great-Britain , and the 
Government of the Province they refide in has taken the 
greateft Care to accommodate them with every thing they 
require, and to prevent Frauds and Abufes being impofed 
upon them by private Perfons; for no one is allowed either 
to trade with them or to purchafe Lands, but by the Govern¬ 
ment’s Appointment. For the Management of Trade 
with them, a Commiftary General is appointed by the Le- 
giflature, and convenient Store Houfes have been many 
Years built, where they may at all times be accommodated 
with every thing they require at no more than Five per 
Cent . advance upon the Original Coft at Bofton by whole- 
fale for ready Money, and they are allowed the full Price 
their Furs and Skins will yield at the Bojlon Market , which 
is a vaftly more profitable Trade to them than the French 
can poflibly fubmit to. But notwithftanding all thefe wife 
and juft Regulations, and frequent Subfidies, the Addrefs,- 
Ingenuity, and unwearied pains of the French Priefts, whoi 
live among them, and conform to their manner of Life in 
every refpe<ft, by which they are fo difguifed as frequently 
to be taken for Indians , have proved fuperior to all our Ef¬ 
forts, and they will do nothing without their Advice and 
Confent, but when awed by Force; therefore the Gover¬ 
nor of the Majfachufets carried one thoufand Soldiers with- 
him laft Year to induce them to renew Treaties* and per¬ 
mit the two Forts to be built, and nothing but a fuperior 

Force- 
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Force will ever be able to rival French Prieftcraft and Ufe- 
fulnefs, for moft of thefe Priefts are good Mechanics, and 
prove vaftly ferviceable to the Indians in the common Con¬ 
cerns of Life. 

Since the Peace of Aix La Chapelle the French have French En- 

1 ' . croachments 

built a Fort at Cowafs or Cohaffer on ConneSlicut River in and De P re- 

J M dations in his 

the Province of New-Hamp (hire, which is one hundred and Majejiy’s 

Province or 

forty Miles South of St. Lawrence River, and as many Miles New-Hamp- 
deep in his Majefty’s Territories. 

There are no friendly nor hoftile Indians in this Pro¬ 
vince, except a few Straglers, but the French have harrafled 
his Majefty’s Subje&s in the Frontier Settlements almoft 
every Year fince the Peace of Aix La Chapelle with the 
Incurfions of the Indians that refide about Lake Iroquois 
or Champlain , belonging to the Province of New-Tork, 
who do not exceed fixty fighting Men, and who have killed, 
fealped, and captivated many of our People in this Pro~ 
vince. 

As to the Province of New-York and the hereditary anclEW^En- 
conquered Country of the Five Nations , the French have and Depre- 

r i r t dations in his 

got Pofieflion of all that Part of it that lies to the North- Majeji y \ 

® i i r 1 Province of. 

ward of St. Lawrence River and the Five great Lakes, aiid New- York \ 


all that Part of it to the Eaftward that lies- between our Fort 
of Ofwego on the Lake Ontario , and the Mouth of the 
Iroquois or Sorrel River upon the South Side of the River 
St. Laurence y and as far South from the Banks of this 
River, as River Iroquois and Lake Iroquois , or Champlain >r 
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and Sacrement . They ufurped all this vaft Extent of Ter¬ 
ritory, 

By one Fort built on the North Side of the Eaft Entrance 
of Lake Ontario in 1672. 

By one Fort fituated at Mifilimakinac near the Lakes 
Huron , Michigan and Superior in 1673. 

By one Fort built on the Streight between Lakes Erie and 
Huron in 1683. 

By one Fort eredted at Naigara Fall on the Streight of 
Lakes Erie and Ontario in 1684, and another Fort on the 
fame Streight in 1720. 

By one Fort on the Weft Side, and another on the River 
St. Jofeph on the Eaft Side, of Lake Michigan , another on 
the River Illinois , another near the Source of the Oubache 
River, another on the Weft Side of Lake Toronto , and three 
more Forts and a regular fortified Town, with a Citadel, 
called St. Frederic or Crow 7 t Point , at the Lake and River 
of Iroquois , or Champlain Lake, and Richlieu , or Sorrel 
River, all of which Forts, &c. were built between the Peace 
of Utrecht and the Commencement of the late War. And, 

By one Fort built at Sandojki on the South Side of Lake 
Erie in 1751. 

The French have in this Province alio, feveral other 
Towns and Villages between the Mouth of Iroquois River 
and Montreal on the South Side of St. Lawrence River; 
in which, with the feven Villages they have in the Maf- 
fachufets Province, there are twenty-eight Pariftt Churches. 

And 
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And they have befides the Forts already mentioned, many 
Stockade Forts or Block* houfes for Trading Lodges, in 
this Province. 

Two hundred French Indians , accompanied by fome 
C'anadeans difguifed like Indians , made an Irruption into 
this Province laft Year, furprized the Town of Houfack> 
lacked and burnt it, and maffacred and led Captive Men, 
Women and Children, except a very few that ran away. 

The French have fince the Peace of Aix La Chapelle 
feized feveral of our Traders in the Country of the Five 
Nations , confifcated their Effedts, and made them pay the 
Price of Slaves for their Redemption. 

They have been continually, fince the Peace of Aix La 
Chapelle , uling every Artifice, and frequently Force, to draw 
off the Indians in this Province as well as in all the reft 
from the Britijh Intereft. Laft Year they perfuaded one 
half of the Onondaga Indians , one of the Five Nations , 
with feveral from the other Nations, to remove from the 
Place of their ufual Refidence, to a Place called OJweegachic 
on the River Cadaraqui , where they have built them a 
Church and Fort., Many of the Senekas , the moft nume¬ 
rous Nation of the Five r appear to be wavering and rather 
inclined to the French . In fhort, a great Defection mani- 

fefts itfelf among all the Five Nations , for not more than a 

% 

hundred and fifty of the feveral Nations attended the Con-- 
grefs held at Albany laft Year, though they had notice that 
all his Majefty\- Governments would have Commiflioners 
inhere, with Prefents: from moft.Provinces as.well as from the 


never 
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King, and on all preceding like Occafions there were 
lefs than fix or feven hundred. The utmoft that could be 
obtained of them at this Meeting, was an Agreement to (land 
neuter in our Difputes with the French, for they unanimoufly 
declared, that fo far from ading againft the French they 
fhould be obliged to make the beft Terms they could with 
them, in order to preferve themfelves and their Country 
from being deftroyed by their powerful Arms. The Englijh , 
they obferved, would not fight for themfelves, and as for them 
they could not defend their own Country and that of the 
Englijh too. But if they faw the Englip ad powerfully, 
and that their own Country, Wives, and Children, were fate 
while they went forth to War, they then fhould be glad 
to meet the Governor of New-Tork and the Commillioners 
again, for it was againft their Inclination to treat with the 
French , but Necefiity compelled them. Therefore if fome 
bold Stroke is not foon made to retrieve our loft Reputation 
and the wonted Confidence and Friendfhip of this brave 
and faithful People, who upon all other Occafions have 
been our beft Friends (and have it in their Power to be our 
worft Enemies) fo as to ad in our Favour and to influence 
their Allies and Tributaries, who, together with the Five 
Nations , make feventeen thoufand Men, to do the fame, 
we fhall not only lofe the Afliftance of the whole Indian 
Intereft of North-America, but have it turned againft us. 
For Indians , like more refined and politer Nations, will 
not join the Weakeft, efpecially when their own Country 


is 
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is in danger from the Strongeft in the Field ; and it is im- 
poflible for their Sachems to reftrain their young Men, who 
delight in War more than any thing elfe, when all their 
Neighbours are engaged, and the Sound of War echoes 
from Hill to Hill all around them. 

The Frejich have lince the Peace of Aix La Chap die French En- 

_ . croachments 

built two Forts on Beef River , which iflues from the South Depre- 

.... 9 m dations in his 

Side of Lake Erie in his Maiefly s Province of Pennfylva- Majejt/s 

, J Province of 

nia ; and lan year they forcibly attacked and took a Fort P^nfyha- 
built by his Majefty s exprefs Command at the Confluence 
of the Rivers Mohongala and Ohio in this Province, which 
they remained in Pofleflion of when the laft Advices came 
away. They alfo have feized feveral of the Traders among 
the Indians in this Province, and made them pay for their 
Redemption, and confifcated all their EfFe&s to a very 
great Value, for one of thefe Confifcations amounted to up¬ 
wards of 18,000/. 

In 1750 the French built a Fort in his Majefty’s Province French En- 
of Virginia on the River Oubache or St. Jerom , in theanT^epre- 
Heart of the Country of the Twightwees , or Miamis , Indians , Matyf* 
in ftrid Friendfhip with his Majefty ; and laft Year they Virginia. 
fent three hundred French Families to fettle about this 
Fort. They have alfo one Fort at the Confluence of the 
Rivers Oubache and Ohio , one at the Junction of the Rivers 
Miff ouri and Miffffipi , one higher up the River Miffouri , 
and one at the Confluence of the Rivers Kajkakins and 


K 
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Mifftfftpi , all built in Times of Peace fmce the Treaty of 
Utrecht, and within this his Majejly s Province. 

Laft Year they marched a Body of regular Troops, Mi¬ 
litia and Indians , into this Province, and attacked and de¬ 
feated four hundred of his Majejly s Forces at the Great 
Meadows . They compelled our Commander in Chief of 
thofe four hundred Men to enter into Articles of Capitula¬ 
tion and give Hoftages, in as formal a Manner as if War 
had actually been proclaimed between the two Crowns. 
But the very Night they were ftgned the French broke 
them, which we have great Reafon to rejoice at, for they 
were the muft infamous a BritiJIo Subject ever put his 
Hand to. 

The French have for thefe two or three Years paft fet 
their Indians loofe upon the Inhabitants of this Province 
alfo, and killed, fcalped, and made Captives of many of 
them, feized fome of their Effects, and forced thofe that 
were fettled without the Mountains, together with fome of 
our friendly Indians , to break up their Settlements and re¬ 
tire within the Mountains. 

They continued to have, by the laft Advices, two thou- 
fand two hundred regular Troops and Militia, and fix 
hundred Indian Warriors at their Forts in this Province 
and Pennfylvania that are near the Ohio, and threatened a. 
croach ments further Irruption, for which they were preparing. 
dation^iThis The Northern Boundary of Georgia extending to the 
Provmce 0 fNorthermoft Branch of the River Savamh^ and from thence 
Una*. due 
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due Weft indefinitely, the North inland Frontier of South- 
Carolina is very narrow ; but its Southern inland Frontier is 
in the wideft part two hundred and twenty Miles wide, being 
from the Southern branch of the River Alt amah a y which 
is the Southern Boundary of Georgia , to the 29 D. of N. 
Lat. and in this South part of South-Carolina the French 
have one Fort built at the Mouths of the Mijftjftpi in 1699; 
another Fort and Settlement at the Bay of Mobile , begun in 
1702 ; the City of New-Orleans on the Mijftjftpi , well for¬ 
tified, and founded in 1717 ; one more Fort on the River 
MiJftjffipi ; another Fort and Settlement at Panfacola on the 
Gulf of Mexico ; befides many Stockade Forts, or Block- 
houfes, for Trading-lodges among the innumerable Indians 
in this Country ; and they have feveral other fmall Towns 
or Villages, befides thofe I have mentioned, on and near 
the Mijftjftpi , built in times of Peace fince the Treaty of 
Utrecht . 

In 1730 they utterly extirpated the whole Tribe (except 
a few that efcaped to the Chickafaws) of Indians called 
Nautchee. Thefe refided about the Forks of the River 
Yafou , which rifes in this Province not very far from, and 
empties itfelf into, the Mijftjftpi . The French did this 
when they were in profound Peace with thefe Indians un¬ 
der the Sanction of a formal Treaty ; but finding they con¬ 
tinued an Intercourfe and Trade with the Englifh , they 
fell upon them in the Night, and maflacred Men, Women, 

K 2 and 
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and Children, not fparing even thofe they took alive, but 
put them to death in the moft inhuman and cruel Tor¬ 
ments. This Perfidy and Cruelty of the French being com¬ 
municated to the Chickajaw Indians who refide to the 
Northward of the Nautchees Country, in the Province of 
South-Carolina, and they fearing the like Fate, as they were 
in the ftri&eft Friendship and cortftantly traded with the 
Englijh , they declared War againft the French, and it has 
not been in the Power of all their own Force and Policy to 
prevail on them to make Peace to this Day, nor could they 
ever prevail on any other Indians to join againft them, as 
they are remarkable for Faith and Bravery, as their War 
is efteemed juft and neceflary, and as they are highly reve¬ 
red for their Military Atchievements. Thefe Chicka/aws 
have been as fevere a Scourge to the French Colony of 
Eouifiana, as any ol their Indians have been to any of our 
Colonies ; but their long and conftant Hoftilities againft 
the French have reduced them to four hundred fighting 
Men only, who continue the War with as much Spirit and. 
Intrepidity as ever. 

The French did 1714 build one Fort in his Majefty’s. 
Province of Georgia at Alibamous at the Confluence of the 
Rivers Mobile and Lucufachee, in the Heart of our Fellow 
Subjects the Upper Creek-Indians, under the Pretence of a 
Trading-lodge ; they have alfo built'two more Forts on the 


MiJJiJfipi, and feveral Trading -lodges in this Province, fince 


the 
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the Peace of Utrecht . By their Fort at Alibamous they 
have obtained fuch Influence among the Upper Greek-In¬ 
dians amounting to 1200 Men, that they would have 
broke out againft Carolina and Georgia feveral times, if it 
had not been for the Interpofltion of the Lower Creeks , 
who amount to 1300 Men, and are our faft Friends. And 
they have alfo entirely alienated the ChauElas from our Xn- 
terefl, who reflde in this Province between the Rivers Mobile 
and Mijfifftpi, and amount to 5000 fighting Men, 

From this Deduction of French Encroachments it ap The French 

^have fur- 

pears that they have drawn a Line, and have a Chain of rounded his 

r J Majefty’s 

Forts and Settlements, all along the Back ot our Settle- Colonies 

with Forts* 

meats from the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the Mouths of the ^ 
Mijftjftpi in the Gulf of Mexico , whereby they have accom¬ 
plished their ancient Defign of furrounding the Britifh 
Northern Colonies Settlements, of fortifying themfelves on 
the Back thereof, of taking PoffefTion of the moft impor¬ 
tant Pafies of the great Rivers and l^akes, and of drawing 
off the bidians to their Intereft, whom they have more or lefs 
conftantly, both in. Peace and War, initiated to ifliie from 
their Forts on. our Frontier Settlements, fome of which they 
have defiroyed, others they have impeded the Progrefs of, 
and in moft of our Provinces prevented the projecting or 
making new Eftablifhments. For there is nothing more 
terrible than Indian Wars, and wherever they happen the. 
Inhabitants eat their Bread in continual Fear and Trem¬ 
bling \ no Man is fure when out of his Houfe o£ ever re¬ 
turning; 


I 


[ 7 ° ] 


His Majejlys 
Colonies in- 
jurioufly 
charged with 
Negle6ts,£3V 


turning to it again ; while they labour in the Fields they 
aie under terrible Apprehenfions of being killed and fcalped, 
or of being feized and carried to the I?idian Country, there 
to end their Days in cruel Torments, or be turned over to 

the French to be redeemed at the Price of Black Slaves . 

• * 

They are many times obliged to negledt both their Seed 
Time and Harveft. The Landlord often fees all his Land 
plundered, his Houfes burnt, and the whole Country 
ruined, while they can’t think their Perfons fafe in their 
Fortifications. In fhort, all Trade, Bufinefs, and Com¬ 
merce is at an entire Stand, while Fear, Defpair, and Mi- 
fery appear in the Faces of the poor Inhabitants. 

I fay, this Conduct of th z French is in Confequence of 
an ancient Defign or Syftem, and it certainly is fo, for all 
their Governors and Writers of the Northern Colonies have 
conftantly recommended it to the Court of France , who, 
\ve are now fatally convinced, have carried it fyftematically 
into Execution. And our Colonies have as conftantly 
remonftrated to the Court of Great-Britain thefe Encroach-’ 
ments and Depredations, and the further terrible Confe- 
quences they had the utmoft Reafon to expedt from them. 
But it is now too late in a great meafure, and therefore to 
little Purpofe, to enquire further why we negledled to ex¬ 
ert the Power God and Nature put into our Hands to pre¬ 
vent thefe Evils, or to remove them whenever and where- 
ever they appeared. Therefore I fliall enter into this En¬ 
quiry in the Courfe of thefe Sheets no further than by 

pointing 
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pointing out fome of the Caufes, which if removed the Effeds 
will ceale, and to acquit his Majeftys Colonies of the cruel 
Accufation, from Perfons of all Ranks almoft in this 
Country, of having negleded their own Defence, and, by 
other criminal Conduct, having invited the Calamities they 
fuller. This has been very induftrioufly propagated by 
fome People, who have found it neceffary to blame the 
Colonies, the better to excufe themfelves ; and by others 
who have had fupport in their Clamours from a late 
Pamphlet called, A Brief State of the Province of Pennjyl- 
vania , which I fhall fay no more of at prefent than that 
it is calculated for private Purpofes, at the Expence of a 
very refpedable Body of People called -Quakers, to whom 
this Country is more obliged than mod People at prefent 
know or can imagine, and who will very foon be acquit- 
ed, with Honour, of the exceptionable Conduct laid to 
their Charge. Some People would do well in never loling 
light of this, being the moft improper Time to inflame 
the Paflions and alienate the Hearts of even the moft re¬ 
mote and inflgnificant of his Majefty $ Subjects, and of .its 
being the moft proper and neceflary Meafure at this criti¬ 
cal Conjuncture to reconcile all jarring Interefts, and to 
pleafe and oblige every Clafs of his Majefty s Subjeds' 
in every part of his Dominions, that they may ad with 
their Heads, Hearts, Hands, and Purfes unanimoufly for 
the Recovery of his juft Rights, and for permanently fa- 
curing him in. the Pofteflion of them.. 

It 


The Affairs 
of North- 
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It is certain not any one of the Colonies are to 
blame, as will appear when I come to fpeak of their 
Conduct, Temper, and Difpofttion. 

The Affairs of North-America are become of the laft 
Importance to his Majefty s Northern Colonies in particu¬ 
lar, and the Britijb Empire in general, by the French En- 
terprizes, and the Succefs of them I have ftated j by their 
having gradually increafed their Troops in Canada and 
Loujiana fince the Peace of Aix La Chapelle down to 
1 753 > tranfporting them in their Ships of War, which re¬ 
turned to France with a bare Complement of Men, leaving 
the reft in their Colonies, and by this means they have been 
lefs obferved by the Powers of Europe than if they had 
been lent in Tranfport Ships ; by fending two thoufand 
five hundred regular Troops to Canada , and three thou¬ 
fand five hundred to the Mijfijftpi in 1753 ; * and by the 
vaft Armament that has been fo long preparing at Breft , and 
perhaps now failed, confefledly for Canada, 

Let any Man refled on thefe things, taking into his 
View at the Tame time the Condud of the Fre?ich in re- 
fped to the Neutral IJJands in the Weft-Indies > + in re- 

fped 

* This I know to be true from Authority. 

t In 1749 the Courts of Great-Britain and France entered into a new Convention re- 
fpeding thefe Ijlands, which the French were very bufy in fettling contrary to Treaty. 
And for the Sake of Peace Great- Britain ftill condefcended to let, what (he has a foie and 
juft Right to, remain Neuter-, that is, neither We nor France fhould attempt the Settlement 
of either of them, and that France fhould immediately break up what Settlements were 
made there, and her Subjeds fhould immediately evacuate the Iflands. Orders were fent 

accordingly 
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fpe£t to the Bahama Iflands, which they have trumped 
up a Claim to fince the Peace of Aix La Chapelle , 
and did two Years ago fet up CrofTes upon fome of them, 
w r ith Gopper Plates, containing the French King’s Arms, 
and a Declaration that they were to preferve the Rights of 
Louis XIV, which Rights we never heard of before ; in re- 
fpe6t to our Raft India Company in Afta ; and in refpe& 
to the Coaft of Africa \ and it is impoflible for him to 
doubt the JuAice of our Caufe, or the Neceflity of our 
going to War, if the French will not immediately relin- 
quifh the whole of their Encroachments upon his Majefty SThe Satif- 
Territories, and make Individuals in particular, and the Honour 
Nation in general, ample Satisfa&ion for the Lofles they th^Nadon 
have fuflained, and the vafi Expence we have been at in from The 

French *•. 

Afa and America , and for the Expence of our prefent 
Armaments hoth by Land and Sea ; which amounts to in- 
finitely more than it will require to drive them out of the 
Nerjo-JVorld. Can the Honour and Juftice of the Nation 
put up with lefs ? If w^e do accept of lefs, may not the 
Nation expert, and won’t it deferve, to be ufed by other 
Nations, as a noted Coward is, bullied and male-treated by 
every little Fellow ? 

L But 


accordingly to the Governor of Martinico , but he dying before they reached Martinico , his 
Succeffor fald the Orders were not directed to him, and he would not execute them. Upon 
this new Orders went, and fome of our Men of War faw them executed. Since this they 
have again feized upon, and are fettling them with a high Hand. They have already got 
four thoufand Souls on St. Lucia , near two thoufand Souls on Dominico, and near one 
•thoufand Souls on St. Vincent , and they have fortified each of thefe Settlements, and have 
lately begun to fettle Tobago, another of thefe Iflands. 
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But notwithstanding the bad Condition of our Affairs 
we ought not to defpair; On the contrary, thank God, 
we may now chear up, for behold his Majejly glorioufly de¬ 
claring in his late Speech to Parliament , that “ I never 
ic could entertain a Thought of purchasing the Name of 
“ Peace, at the Expence of Suffering Encroachments up- 
“ on, or of yielding up, what is juftly belonging to Great- 
“ Britain , either by ancient Poffeffion, or by folemn 
“ Treaties. Your Vigour and Firmnefs, on this impor- 
“ tant Occafion, have enabled me to be prepared for fuch 

“ Contingencies as may happen. If reafonable and ho- 

% 

“ nourable Terms of Accommodation can be agreed up- 
“ on, I Shall be fatisfied.” 

It cannot be imagined that the French will give up 
their Encroachments, by any Man that knows their infinite 
Importance to them ; and all that they have hitherto done, 
or can be expected they will do, is to make Propofal after 
Propofal, taking care the laffc is more favourable than the 
preceding, knowing you can’t accept the moff favourable 
they will make, till they have gained further footing, and 
time to be prepared for all Events, and then you may feek " 
Redrefs in the Uncertainties of a War that they are ready 
for. For Experience teaches us, that the French al¬ 
ways employ Times of Negociation, not in endeavouring to 
efface the Remembrance of paft Outrages, but in concert¬ 
ing the Operations for new ones. However* Great-Britain 

has 
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has been To long a Sufferer by French Perfidy, and fo often 
deluded by the treacherous Negociations of that faithlefs 
Nation, that it cannot be fuppofed that fhe will any longer 
liften to their infidious Propofals, than till we are ready at 
Home and Abroad to give them a decifive Blow; therefore 
continuing to negociate with them, while we are pre¬ 
paring for War, can do us no Injury, but may be very po¬ 
litical. Nor can it be fuppofed that Great-Britain will fui- 
fer herfelf to be again deceived by entering into any Treaty 
of Accommodation with that perfidious Power, but what 
fettles every Point in the Treaty, and does not reier the leaf!: 
Particular to Commiffaries, that can poflibly be difputed, 
in Europe , A ft a, Africa, and America ; and not even thisNoAccom- 
till his Majefly is refiored to his juft Rights and Poffef- with thT 
lions, and has accumulated fo much additional Power intoweTave^Sa- 

, * tti ii* 11 tisf2£lion^ 

his own Hands, as can at all times compel them to an ex- and Security 
aCt Execution, and punctual Obfervation, of the Treaty. ture En- U 
For to come to an Accommodation with them on any^^D^re* 
other Terms is only purchafing the Name of Peace, and La n 
giving Being and Support to new Encroachments and a 
new War. But this the haughty and infolent Gallic 
will never fubmit to till heartily drubbed into it. And 
certainly there never was a greater Neceftity, nor can we 
expert a more proper Conjuncture for this Nation’s en¬ 
tering upon the Work than the prefent, whether we con- 
fider the Nature and Greatnefs of the Objed we are to 

L 2 contend 
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contend for, or our Ability, compared with theirs, to 
carry on a War however remote and difcontiguous. 

The Necef- This Nation has often entered into War to revenge the 

lity of going 0 

^^ rwith Infults and Injuries affecting its Merchants and Seamen; 
and often only to defend Foreigti Princes , and to fupport 
the Ballance of Power in Europe , in Confequence of 
Treaties, when neither its Trade, Navigation, Territories > 
nor Subjects were affedted. But the War that it is now juft 
and neceffary we fhould engage in againft France , is of fuch 
a Nature as to demand all our Refentment, and aroufe all our 
Courage. Our Provinces are invaded, our Towns are burnt,, 
many of our Plantations deftroyed or deferted, our ancient 
and faithful Indian Allies and Subje&s cut off from all 
Communication with us ; others of our Fellow Subjects 
murdered, fcalped, led captive and fold at the Price of 
Black Slaves , and many of the reft in imminent Danger of 
the like melancholy Cataftrophe ; our faireft and beft Re- 
venues endangered. And all thele Infults, Injuries, and 
Barbarities committed by the very People we have the 
Name of Peace with. Our Fathers relented every In¬ 
fringement upon Brit ip Liberty, and fhall the Blood of 
Brit ip Subjects, fhed in an unjuft and cruel Manner, cry 
in vain for Vengeance from us ? 

Behdes thefe Commands to War, if we have not rea- 

The Nature 

and Great- fonable and honourable Terms of Accommodation fecured 

nefs of the 

Object we to us by the French forthwith, which it is as vain to expecft 

are to con- J * * 
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as that they will yield us lip Cape-Breton and Ca?tada vo¬ 
luntarily, we have the vafl Importance of the Northerji- 
Colojties, upon which alfo depends the very Being of your 
Sugar Colonies, that calls for our clofefb Attention and the 
mod: vigorous Efforts of the combined Nerves of the whole 
Empire. It is from the American Colonies our Royal 
Navy is fupplied in a great meafure with Mails of all 
Sizes and other Naval Stores, as well as our Merchant 
Ships; it is from them we have our vafl Fleets of Merchant 
Ships, and confequently an increafe of Seamen ; it is from 
them our Men of War in the American World are on any 
Occalion man’d, and our Troops there augmented and 
recruited ; it is from them we have moil of our Silver and 
Gold, either by their Trade with Foreigners in America, 
or by the Way of Spain, Portugal, and Italy, in Payment 
for their immenfe Quantities of Fijh, Rice , &c. it is from them 
we have all our Tobacco, Rice, Rum, and mofl of our Sugars > 
Dying and other valuable Woods, Cotton-Wool, Pimento , 
Ginger, Indico, Whale and Liver Oil and Whale-Bone , 
Beaver and other Furs, Deer Skins, and innumerable other 
Articles, and many of them in fuch Abundance as not only 
to be fufficient for our own Confumption, which other- 
wife mud: have been bought of Foreigners at excefHve 
Prices in hard Money as formerly, but a great Excefs to 
export to Foreigners, which increafes the Ballance in our 
Favour with fome Countries, and leffens the Ballance 

again ft 
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againft us in others; it is from them our whole African 
Trade receives its Support, which Trade requires vaft 
Quantities of the Produce and Manufactures of this Coun¬ 
try, and Eaf-India Commodities in return for Gold-Duft , 
Ivory, Gums, and feveral Sorts of Dying IEoods imported 
into Great-Britain ; but were it not for the Colonies this 
could not be done, as the Trade .could not be fupported 
was it not for the vaft aftiftant Profit of Black Slaves for 
America ; it is from them we fhall receive, as has been 
proved by Experiments, all the Silk, Hemp , Flax, Iron, 
Pot-A foes. Wine, Fruit, Olive Oil, Drugs, and in fhort 
all the Commodities which we now have from, and for which 
we are dependent upon Foreigners for in the fame Parallels 
of Latitude in Europe, Barbary , and Per fa ; it is from them 
great Part of the Revenue of thefe Kingdoms is derived; and 
it is from them great Part of the Wealth we fee, that Credit 
which circulates, and thofe Payments that are made at the 
Batik and the Bankers in London refults; and they are fo 
linked in with, and dependent upon, the Americati Revenues 
and Remittances, that if they are ruined and ftopt, the 
whole Syftem of Public Credit in this Country will receive 
a fatal Shock. But what will our Landholders , Manu¬ 
facturers , Artificers , Merchants, &c. fay of the Impor¬ 
tance of our Colonies, and the Neceftity of going to War 
to regain and preferve them entire, if it cannot be done by 
other Means, when they refleCt that if they are loft, they 
will lofe one Third of their Property and Bniinefs in gene¬ 
ral ; 
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ral; for it is certain, that full one Third of our whole 
Export of the Produce and Manufactures of this Country 
is to our Colonies, and in Proportion as this diminifhes or 
increafes, their Eftates and Bulinefs mu ft increafe or dimi- 
nifh ; for as in the Body Natural a Finger can’t ach but the 
whole feels it, fo in the Body Politic the remoted and mod 
indgnidcant of your Colonies can’t decay, but the Nation 
mud fuffer with it. Therefore the Mother Country muft 
needs rejoice in the Security and Profperity of every one of 
her Colonies, becaufe it is her own Security and Profperity ; 

and the Colonies are to her as the Feet are to the Natural 

* 

Body, the Support of the whole Political Frame. And 
they have enabled us to make the Figure we do at prefent, 
and have done for upwards of a Century pad, in the Com¬ 
mercial World, from whence we have derived Wealth, 

Power and Glory, and the greated Bledings given Man to 
know. Condder then, if you ought not to direct the 
whole of your Counfels and Arms to fupport a War, 
wherein, with the Being of your State, you affert the Dig¬ 
nity of your Reputation, the Safety of your Friends, the 
bed Branches of your Revenue, and the Properties of your 
Fellow Subjects. 

Thus much for the Necedity of going to War, and the Our Ability 

to carry on a 

Nature and Greatnefs of the ObjeCt we are to contend for: w ar againft 

France 

And now for our Ability to fupport a War vigoroufly and grater than 
effectually 


It 
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It is certain that the Excefs of the Sinking Fund, ari- 
fing from the Reduction of the Intereft of the National 

O 

Debt, amounts to 1,300,000/ per Annum at prefent, which 
with the Land Tax raifed to four Shillings in the Pound 
will yield 2,300,000 /. per Annum over and above the or¬ 
dinary Services of Government. The Proprietors of the 
National Debt delire no Part of their Capital, but only 
the Intereft; therefore this Sum may be applied to carry 
on a War, and whatever it falls deficient for the Purpofe 
t0 I 757> ina y undoubtedly be borrowed at Three per 
Cent . per A?mum. For fuch a facred Regard has been 
paid to public Faith and private Property, on all Occa- 
fions, fince the Revolution, that Public Credit has gradually 
extended from that glorious Epocha to the prefent Time, 
and we were convinced the other Day that it never was 
fo extenfive as at prefent. But in 1757 the Excefs of the 
Sinking Fund will be, from the Reduction of Intereft, the 
Salt Duty which will then be redeemed, and the Land 
lax at Four Shillings in the Pound, 3,200,000/. over and 
above the ordinary Exigences of Government, which is 
fufficient to carry on fuch a War as this Country ought, 
if poftible, to carry on, I mean a Naval War in all Parts 
of the Globe without borrowing a Shilling. But if it 
fhould be found necefiary, as it always has been, to divert 
the Power of France in Europe from being wholly bent 
againft this IJland , which if it was you would be obliged 
to keep great Part of your Naval Force at home for your 

own 
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own Defence, and confequently annoy and did refs the 
Enemy the lcfs abroad, by attacking them in Europe on 
the Continent, and you fhould want to borrow a Million 
or two per Annum : Such is the flourifhing State of Public 
Credit, and mud continue to be, from a Senfe that the 
extraordinary Expence can be but temporary , and that the 
Revenue ol 2,200,000/. per Annujn to pay off in Times 
of Peace is perpetual , that you can never want it. So 
that, however great a Paradox it may appear at fil'd Sight, 
this Country never was, in point of Finances, Co capable 
to go to War when it did not owe a Shilling, as at this 
Indant when it owes 72,000,000/. For when was it that 
we had a danding Revenue of 2,200,000/. befides the 
occafional Million from the Land Tax raifed to four Shil¬ 
lings in the Pound, and the ordinary Services of Govern¬ 
ment ? Or when was Public Credit fo extenfive for new 
Loans as at this prefent Time, tho’ to all Appearance we 
are at the Eve of a War with the mod formidable Nation 

ff • f x t m * 

in Europe f And has it not often happened in former 
Times, when the Nation owed little or nothing, and Go¬ 
vernment was in the greated Didrefs for Supplies, that 
the People could not, or would not, either pay or lend 
them ? 

But what a great Aid will this Ability receive if the 
Oeconomy of our American Colonies is put upon a wife 
and folid Foundation for the mutual Intered of Great-Bri- 
tain and her Colonies ? Then they will require neither 

M T roops 
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Troops nor Money from this Country for their own De¬ 
fence, or to drive the French out of the New or Id , or 
any other Afliftance, but that of Men of War and the 
Maintenance of the regular Troops that have been ordered 
thither from hence, let the War be ever fo long or difcon- 
tiguous, which will be not only preventing a vaft future 
Expence, but the faving of the whole of the prefent for all 
America , except the regular Troops and Men of War. 

A Fund more than equal to thefe great and neceffary 
Services in America may be raifed in his Majeftys Colonies 
in fuch a Manner, 

As will free their Trade and Commerce from injudici¬ 
ous and deftruCtive Impofts and ReftriCtions \ 

As will put a compleat and final End to all illicit Trade 
in all our Colonies, whereby Foreign Produce and Manu¬ 
factures, clandeftinely introduced, fhall be utterly excluded,, 
and Britijh Produce and Manufactures fubftituted in lieu 

of them \ 

+ - 

As will highly pleafe and oblige the landed and trading 
Interefts of America in feveral confiderable Branches, and 
be no more offenfive to them in others than any moderate 

Tax for Self-defence, &c, is to the braveft and moft loyal 
People; 

As will be fo apportioned as to demand no more of each 
Colony, or each Perfon, than a juft and equal Share, ac¬ 
cording to their refpeCtive Abilities, compared with the 
whole ; 


As 
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As will fleer clear of all the Difficulties, to the Satisfac¬ 
tion oi King and People, in appropriating and iffuing pub¬ 
lic Money complained of by the Crown, which has created 
the greateft Uneafinefs in the Colonies; 

As will not opprefs, plague, and harrafs them in the Col¬ 
lection, or be moflly funk by the Collectors; And, 

As will enable Government to apply it in any Part of 
America , fo that the Strongefl fhall fupport the Weakefl, 
and the unexpofed the expofed, Colony ; and all of them 
fhall aCt in Concert againfl the Common Enemy, without 
any of the Rifques and Difadvantages of the Albany Plan 
of an Union. 

Upon thefe Principles, and with thefe Views, I fhall 
humbly propofe a Plan in my laft Chapter, that appears to 
me to be adequate to thefe important ObjeCts ; and if it is 
carried into Execution, or fome other that will produce the 
like EffeCts, we need not fear driving the French out of the 
New World , for in our Northern Colonies we have upwards 
of 300,000 effective Men, and the French have not 30,000 
in all New-France and Louijiana. 

Now let us turn the Tables and look into the Finances The Stateof 
of France ; and here we find from Authority that they have* h ^r AFl " 
anticipated, or funk, their whole Revenue till 1761, fo 
that the King has not a fingle Branch but what is mort¬ 
gaged down to that Year at fix or feven per Cent . Interefl, 
and which even he cannot refume without deflroying the 
whole Syflem of public Credit in his Kingdom. But by 

M 2 renewing 
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renewing fome Taxes he took off Toon after the late War, 
and levying the twentieth Penny upon the Clergy, he will 
be enabled to borrow, at exorbitant Intereft, immenfe Sums 
till his other Revenues are redeemed. However this muft 
make his People, with the other peculiar Diftrefles accom¬ 
panying a War with us, very unealy ; and his Power muft 
be greatly enervated to what it would be if his ufual Re¬ 
venues were unincumbered. And as to his North- Ame¬ 
rican Colonies, he can’t raife a Shilling in them for their 
Defence, which with his paying upwards of 1,000,000 /. 
Sterling per Annum in Subftdies to foreign Princes, gives 
the beft Opportunity we can ever expedt, from his Fi¬ 
nances, to attack and reduce his dangerous Power. 

The Britijh Our Fleet confifts of more than double the Number of 

and trench 

rieets com-Ships and Guns that the French Fleet does. But if the 

pared. 

French go on upon the Plan for reftoring their Navy, that 
they have purfued ever fincethe Peace of Aix La Chapelle , 
their Fleet will in 1761 conftft of a hundred and twenty 
Ships of the Line, and it does not exceed ftxty-four of that 
Size now in the Water and building. Therefore nothing 
but a War can prevent this Branch of their Power from 
becoming too great for our Controul, and whenever this 
{hall be the Cafe, adieu to all that is dear and valuable in 
this Country. 

Britijh and Notwithftanding the Dutch are funk lower in the Poli- 

ances com- tical World, than ever their Country was in the Watery, 

PaKj ' we have a new and more powerful Ally of our own creatine 

than 
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than ever they were by Land, in the Emprefs Queen ; to 
her We are to add the Emprefs of Rujfia , the King of 
Poland , who is a Subftdiary Ally of ours, the King EleSlor 
of Hanover, the Prince of Hejfe , the EleSlor of Bavaria , 
who is a Subftdiary Ally of ours alfo, and the King of Sar¬ 
dinia, In oppofttion to thefe, France has the Kings of 
Sweden ., Denmark , and Prujfia , to whom fhe pays an¬ 
nually in Subfidies 725,000 1 Sterling ; and the EleSlor of 
Cologne , who has alfo a Subfidy from her, who it is more 
than poflible are all the Allies fhe can depend upon in 
cafe of a War with us ; for it is almofl impoffible to imagine 
that Spain will interfere as (lie can have no Intereft in the 
Quarrel, and it is more eflential to her to preferve Peace 
with Great-Britain than all the other Powers of Europe ; 
and if fhe does not meddle, it is highly probable neither 
Parma nor Naples will, as thofe two Courts are greatly 
fupported and influenced by Spain . But to admit Spam 
does join France and declare againPc us, her Navy added 
to that of France will then be no more than equal to that 
of ours in Ships and Guns, and the Spaniards cannot man 
their Fleet, nor the French visual theirs, in time of War, 
fo as to a£t with full and combined Force at once. There¬ 
fore if this fhould be the Cafe, we fhall have nothing to 
fear but upon the Continent of Europe , where there can 
be no other Authority at prefent than mere Conjecture for 
what Part our Allies, or thofe of France, will adit, or now 
far either Side fhall make it the Intereft of fome of the 

Powers. 
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Powers in alliance to maintain a Neutrality, and others to 
take the Field. But I believe no Perfon that knows the In- 
tereft and Abilities of the feveral Allies mentioned, will deny, 
but that we are now not only more able to divert the 
Force of France from this Ifland, than in the late War, 
but that we fhall be capable of aCting offenfively, and per¬ 
haps fo effectually, as to give us an Opportunity to employ 
the whole of our Fleet in annoying and diftrefiing the 
Enemy at Sea in all Parts, and to be able to retain what¬ 
ever we recover or conquer in the New-lVorld. But to 
fuppofe we and our Allies fhould be beat and diftrefled 
upon the Continent of Europe , it is only giving up tome 
one or other of our Conquefts in America , and we may 
whenever we pleafe, or the general State of Europe requires 
it, reconcile jarring Interefts and purchafe Repofe. This 
was experienced in the late War by the Reddition of Cape- 
Breton. And as this was the cafe by the Engle Conqueft of 
Cape-Breton , when France was in Pofiefiion of Madrafs 
and the Netherlands , and Holland lay at their Mercy, 
with an infinitely fuperior Army in the Field to that of 
the Allies, fluflied with a long Courfe of uninterrupted 
Victories, what Terms cannot we command for ourfelves 
and our Allies, when we have all their American Colo¬ 
nies in our PofTefiion; which, with proper ConduCt, and 
the Blefiing of God, that we are the more intitled to ex- 
ped from the Juflice of our Caufe, mult be the Cafe in a 
few Years after War commences ? 


To 
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To thefe Confiderations it may not be mal-a’propos t°™^, e a ni- 
add, that his Majefty having ever made the Laws of th e ®j^^ w 
Land the Rule of his Actions, and exercifed the Preroga- ^ r ^ ls ^ n a _ 
tive of the Crown with that Mildnefs, Juft ice, and Pro- fo^u^o go lt 
priety as on all Occaftons to make it what it was by our toWan 
excellent Conftitution of Government intended to be,, a 
Blefling to the People ; and his having employed for a 
Number of Years that upright, moderate, impartial, and 
wife Minifter, who was lately too fuddenly fnatched to 
Glory, the Minds of Men have been reconciled, and his 
Majefty, his Family, and his Government are eftablifhed 
in the Hearts and Affe&ions of his Subjects unanimoufly, 
which is the ftrongeft and beft Bafts a Throne can be 
founded upon. Therefore neither can Fra?ice , nor any 
other Kingdam, have the leaft Encouragement to hope 
for a Rebellion in this Country, or the leaft Counte¬ 
nance and Affiftrance ill invading it from amongft our- 
fplves. And a War with prance muft appear fo juft and 
neceftary to every Man, and our Ability to carry it on fo 
fuperior to whatever it was at any other time, that it is 
impoflible but the whole People fhould be unanimous for 
it, and their whole Thoughts bent upon no other public 
Enterprize, but revenging the Wrongs and Indignities 
impofed upon us by France. And this they have given 
an Earneft of, by the unparallelled Spirit and vigorous Af- 
ftftance all Ranks, in all Parts, have exhibited on the 
Profpedt of a War. 


Upon 
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Upon the Whole, fuch is the State of our Affairs in 
every part of his Majefty s Dominions, the State of France , 
and the general State of Europe , that we never can expedt 
fuch another favourable Coincidence of fuch a Variety of 
Con fide rations for entering into a War with France , to 
maintain our Honour and Influence, our Colonies, our 
Commerce and Riches, indeed our Lives and Liberties. 
And it is abfurd to fuppofe we fhall ever be ftronger for 
a War, in Proportion to the growing Power of France , 
than we are now.. 


The End of the Third Chapter. 
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N. B. The reft of this Work will be publifhed with allpofftble 
JDifpatch , with an accurate Map of the Country , fhewing 
the Rights of Great-Britain, France, and Spain. 
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